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 The Health and Environment Committee will conduct a public hearing to discuss how to expand 

the availability of electric vehicle charging across the City and to review the effectiveness and 

accountability built into the City’s existing Green Fleet Policy 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone     

Marc C. McGovern     

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge Health and Environment Committee was held on 
Wednesday, November 21, 2022, to discuss how to expand the availability of electric vehicle 
charging across the City and to review the effectiveness and accountability built into the City’s 
existing Green Fleet Policy. The meeting was Called to Order at 10:00 a.m. by the Chair, 
Councillor Nolan.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    

 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Present 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Present - Remote 

Present – 3 Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

 

Councillor Nolan gave opening remarks and stated that this meeting is to continue the ongoing 

efforts to combat the climate crisis and move Cambridge towards fulfilling its climate goals. She 

introduced Kathy Watkins, Acting Commissioner of the Department of Public Works (DPW), 

and invited her to introduce DPW staff present.  

 

John Nardone, Deputy Commissioner, DPW and Irina Sidorenko gave a summary of a 

PowerPoint presentation titled “Cambridge Clean Fleet.” (ATTACHMENT A).  

 

Councillor Zondervan asked a question about the biofuel mix and where is the City going in that 

regard? Mr. Nardone stated that DPW has been using B20 as it works best for DPW. They have 

been reducing that down to B5 during the colder winter months. He said that they will continue 
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to monitor. He said that as those fuels become better, they will take a look at how to improve 

this.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon stated that Ms. Watkins referenced that in order to have the capacity for 

electric vehicle fleet, the DPW needs a permanent home with a place to install necessary 

infrastructure. Ms. Watkins said that it is a significant concern as they continue to look for space 

for DPW so that they can do expanding programs and electrification. She said that the amount of 

space and infrastructure associated with electrifying the fleet, they need to be somewhere where 

there is a consistent expectation that they will be there ten years from now and not on a year-to-

year lease. Finding permanent space that the City has control over is a big part. Ms. Watkins said 

that the Hampshire Street site is very congested and is not sufficient for operational needs.  

 

Susanne Rasmussen, Director of Environment and Transportation Planning, Community Development 

Department (CDD) introduced CDD staff present. She gave a summary of a PowerPoint presentation 

titled “City of Cambridge Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure.” (ATTACHMENT B). 

 

Councillor Nolan stated that she would open Public Comment. It was noted that Sebastian Stern left the 

Zoom and Marilee Meyer did not join the Zoom.  

 

Councillor Nolan acknowledged Councillor Carlone and Councillor Zondervan for questions/comments. 

 

The following individuals were also present to answer questions: Owen O’Riordan, Acting Deputy City 

Manager, Kathy Watkins, Acting Commissioner, John Nardone, Deputy Commissioner, Ellen Katz, 

Fiscal Director, Irina Sidorenko, John Keeter, Tom Rowlings, Department of Public Works, Susanne 

Rasmussen, Director of Environment and Transportation Planning, Charles Creagh, Bill Deignan, 

Transportation Planner, Seth Federspiel, Energy Planner, Community Development Department, Nancy 

Glowa, City Solicitor, Elliott Veloso, City Solicitor’s Office, and Maija Benjamins, Sean Tully, Gerhard 

Walker, Chad Gandolfi, Mark Baldwin, and Sophia Zhang, Eversource.  

 

Councillor Nolan invited Eversource representatives to introduce themselves to talk about pole mounted 

chargers and respond to any concerns.  

 

Maija Benjamins, Director of Strategic Project Development, introduced Sean Tully, Manager of Electric 

Mobility, Chad Gandolfi, Engineering Standards Group, and Mark Baldwin, Director of Electric Field 

Operations, Eversource.  

 

Mr. Tully stated that as it relates to pole mounted chargers, Eversource is looking for a holistic solution to 

the garage-orphan issue for constituents and residents that do not have garages or driveways to charge an 

electric vehicle. They are looking at a number of different solutions, pole-mounted being one of them. He 

said that there are many parts of Cambridge where there are not overhead systems in the area. He said that 

Eversource does have pole-mounted and overhead infrastructure in the City. He said that there are other 

areas that may be fed from the underground. Some of the operational considerations that Eversource has 

goes around third-party attachment. He said that as it relates to transfers, having these on the poles would 

exacerbate double pole issues. Other issues that need to be worked through would be around the radius of 

the pole that is occupied by some equipment. Also, there are currently some regulations around utility 

pole-mounted metering on which they would need to work with the Electrical Department. In addition, it 

would need to be determined that when restoration is needed, who would be responsible for replacing and 

moving those chargers so they would be able to get customers back online.   
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Maija Benjamins said that the major question is who owns the infrastructure. She said that currently, 

Eversource requirements with the DPU state that Eversource cannot own it. She noted that she believes 

that it was the City’s intent for Eversource to own the infrastructure which is not possible.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon stated that as it relates to pole-mounted EV chargers when she looks the Melrose, 

MA pilot with National Grid, she is not seeing some of the concerns that Eversource is bringing forward. 

She said that the City should push back on Eversource to be more aggressive in competing with National 

Grid on instituting a pilot because we are not going to meet EV charger goals without some innovative 

solutions that exist. She asked City staff if anyone followed-up with staff in Melrose, MA. Ms. 

Rasmussen stated that Cambridge has been speaking with Melrose staff and they participate in the 

regional conversation about EV installation. She said that Melrose is very satisfied. Ellen Katz added that 

as a Melrose resident and active member of the Melrose Energy Commission, it was a very innovative 

and fast pilot program put in place in Melrose. She said that she has heard very positive things. She said 

that she has not heard any negative feedback.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon asked about EV chargers at City Hall. Kathy Watkins responded that she expects that 

this would be designed over the next year or so. She said that the City is looking at 3 EV stations.  

 

A motion was made by Councillor Carlone to extend the meeting by 10 minutes. 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes - Remote 

Yes - 3  Absent – 2. Motion to extend passed. 

 

Maija Benjamin stated that of the 13 charging stations that have been installed in Cambridge, 7 

have been funded through Eversource’s program which includes the underground construction 

piece. She pointed out that there are other solutions besides the pole top charging piece which 

would require changes to zoning and permitting. She asked that Cambridge work with 

Eversource to look at other solutions as well.  

 

Mark Baldwin stated that Eversource continues to look for solutions to pole-mounted systems.  

 

Councillor Nolan gave an update on a Home Rule Petition from 2019 which was based on a 

Boston Home Rule Petition to allow charging as of right in condo developments across the city, 

is now in its third reading and the hope is that it will pass. In addition, she said that the idea of 

allowing a resident who has a charger in their garage to allow another to use their driveway to 

charge their car is proceeding.  

 

Councillor Nolan asked if the 51% utilization on EV infrastructure included nighttime 

utilization. Ms. Rasmussen said that is 24-hour utilization rates.  

 

Councillor Nolan asked if the City can re-use the 100% green plus Cambridge Electricity 

Aggregation Program to ensure that the electricity going into the chargers is 100% renewable. 

Ms. Rasmussen said that the chargers are not enrolled in the aggregation.  
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Councillor Zondervan asked about the zoning needs that Ms. Benjamins spoke of. Ms. 

Benjamins said that there would be changes required and Eversource is willing to work with the 

City on these issues.  

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Councillor Carlone. 

 

 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes - Remote 

Yes – 3 Absent – 2. Motion to adjourn passed at 12:11 p.m. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A: Presentation titled “Cambridge Clean Fleet.” 

ATTACHMENT B: Presentation titled “City of Cambridge Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure.” 

 
 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.   
The video for this meeting can be viewed at:  
 Nov 21, 2022 10:00 AM - Health & Environment Committee - Committee Meeting (granicus.com) 
All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 

constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.  
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