7.2

JOINT MEETING OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG TERM
PLANNING, PUBLIC FACILITIES, ARTS & CELEBRATION
COMMITTEE AND THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

COMMITTEE MEETING
~MINUTES ~

Wednesday, December 7, 2022 1:00 PM Sullivan Chamber
795 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

There will be a joint meeting of the Economic Development and University Relations Committee
and the Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebrations Committee
on December 7, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. This meeting is to review and discuss the attached zoning petition
regarding lab use.

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived
Dennis J. Carlone ™ O O
Patricia Nolan Clremote L] Ol
Quinton Zondervan Cremote O O
Marc C. McGovern ™ O O
Alanna Mallon ™ O O
Paul F. Toner ™ O O
Burhan Azeem | O O

A joint public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning,
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration and Economic Development Committees was held on
Wednesday, December 7, 2022. The meeting was Called to Order at 1:00 p.m. by the Chair,
Councillor Carlone. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts
General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing
participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2" Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts
Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom.

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.
Councillor Toner — Present

Councillor Azeem — Present

Councillor Carlone — Present

Vice Mayor Mallon — Present

Councillor McGovern — Present

Councillor Nolan — Present/Remote
Councillor Zondervan — Present/Remote
Present — 7 Absent — 0. Quorum established.

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM (Committee Reports)

The Chair, Councillor Toner gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting today
was to review and discuss the attached zoning petition regarding lab use.
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Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community Development Department (CDD)
introduced her team which consisted of Daniel Messplay, Director of Zoning, and Pardis Saffari,
Director of Economic Opportunity and Development, who gave an overview of their
presentation titled “Zoning for Labs” (ATTACHMENT A).

Daniel Messplay summarized where technical office and R&D are allowed and reviewed
possible zoning concepts. They highlighted some key points that were heard at a March 17, 2022
hearing, which included market dynamics, land use, and use definitions. They also reviewed how
other communities define and zone lab use.

Pardis Saffari reviewed lab uses and trends, both nationally and locally and what type of
industries use lab space.

Councillor Azeem began his presentation titled “Joint NLTP and Economic Development
Meeting 12/7/22” (ATTACHMENT B) by introducing Mariana Matus, CEO and Co-Founder of
Biobot Analytics. Mariana gave an overview of their company and the type of work being done
in their lab, which is to focus on wastewater epidemiology. She noted that Biobot Analytics is a
global leader in wastewater intelligence and analyze sewage to monitor the health and wellness
of people.

Councillor Azeem gave an overview of his presentation on the type of different labs located in
Central Square, which included mechanical development labs, electrical/mechanical labs, and
computer science labs. After the summary of different labs, Councillor Azeem introduced Billy
Moses, a PhD student at MIT from a lab that studies computer sciences and Al and spoke on the
positive working being done and the importance of lab space.

Jason Alves, Executive Director of East Cambridge Business Association, spoke on lab spaces
and how business owners are bringing smaller labs to Cambridge to be a part of the local
economy. He noted concerns regarding large developments and who would be occupying the
first-floor commercial spaces.

Michael Grill from Fairlane Properties spoke on the tech and lab tenants at his property on 1035
Cambridge Street and noted that many tenants look to come to his property because of rent, and
that 1035 Cambridge Street has played a big role in helping startup companies. He also had some
clarifying questions regarding the future of his space and the proposed amendment.

Sharmil Modi from The East Cambridge Company spoke on Bio Safety and the work being
conducted at his lab space at 271 Cambridge Street. He noted the importance of having lab space
in Cambridge.

Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Zondervan who gave a presentation titled “Regulating
New Lab Growth Through Zoning” (ATTACHMENT C). Councillor Zondervan gave an
overview of the presentation which included balancing new lab development in Cambridge,
noting that there should be a clear definition to separate labs from office. He offered proposed
language to potentially be used in regard to lab growth.

Councillor Toner recognized David Kale, Assistant City Manager for Fiscal Affairs, who was
joined by Gayle Willet, Assessing Director, and Andrew Johnson, Deputy Director for the
Assessor’s Office, who would be giving a presentation titled “Lab Discussion” (ATTACHMENT
D).

Gayle Willet gave an overview of the presentation which reviewed topics such as assessed values
by class, FY23 taxes by property class, how to define commercial and industrial classes and their
parcel counts and values, FY23 industrial new growth, and lab and office trends. She noted that
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the area of most concern would be considered class B, smaller scale office buildings. She also
noted that it is important for the City to take into consideration a post covid work space when
thinking about lab space.

Iram Farooq noted that the City should think about the definition of technical office and the
range of options for research and labs there is to offer and what should the City limit and allow
when it comes to zoning and lab use.

Councillor Carlone suggested the Economic Development and Neighborhood and Long-Term
Planning, Public Facilities, Arts and Celebrations Committees work together with the Assessing
Department to get statistics on the percentage of labs in Cambridge and what is the balance of
uses.

Councillor Zondervan had a clarifying question for Iram Farooq regarding residential areas,
housing, and business districts, to which she responded.

The Chair, Councillor Toner opened Public Comment.

Public Comment

Ron Creamer, 501 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against lab bans.

Brett Levy, 613 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed lab ban.

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the lab regulation petition and the
affects on housing.

Donald Grossman, 179 Sidney Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in opposition of the zoning
petition regarding lab use.

Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke against a full lab ban.

Ilan Levy, 148 Spring Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on 1.

Sarah Gallop, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, had questions regarding the proposed
lab ban.

Beth O’Neil Maloney, 510 Kendall Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke about the negative affects of a
lab ban.

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on labs and the affect they have on
residents.

Patrick Barrett, 41 Pleasant Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against lab ban.

Tim Fitzgerald, spoke on the proposed lab ban and to have it be defined further.

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to extend
the meeting by twenty minutes.

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.
Councillor Toner — Yes

Councillor Azzem — Yes

Councillor Carlone — Yes

Vice Mayor Mallon — Yes

Councillor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Nolan — Yes

Councillor Zondervan — Yes

Yes — 7, No — 0. Motion passes.
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Councillor Azeem spoke on the language in the petition about limiting lab bans.

Councillor Nolan had clarifying questions about information brought up in a presentation. Iram
Farooq was able to provide answers. Councillor Nolan also noted concerns regarding height,
noise, and different kind of hours.

Councillor Carlone commented on land use, housing, and development.

Vice Mayor Mallon noted that the Council has a responsibility to look at the whole picture, and
to take in consideration what residents are saying. The Vice Mayor also had some clarifying
questions about the language and if guests present at today’s meeting would be affected. Michael
Grill and Sharmil Modi both responded respectively.

Councillor McGovern suggested Chairs from different Committees come together to discuss the
language. He spoke on labs, affordable housing, and the financial stability of the City, and noted
how profit that comes from labs is beneficial to help Cambridge residents.

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to extend
the meeting by ten minutes.

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.
Councillor Toner — Yes

Councillor Azzem - Yes

Councillor Carlone — Yes

Vice Mayor Mallon — Yes

Councillor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Nolan — Yes

Councillor Zondervan — Yes

Yes — 7, No — 0. Motion passes.

Councillor Zondervan clarified some comments that were made during the meeting and noted
that it is important to meet again to understand more of the technical zoning details involved. He
also had a clarifying question for the Finance Department. Gayle Willet and David Kale were
able to provide answers.

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to extend
the meeting by five minutes.

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.
Councillor Toner — Yes

Councillor Azzem — Yes

Councillor Carlone — Yes

Vice Mayor Mallon — Yes

Councillor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Nolan — Yes

Councillor Zondervan — Yes

Yes — 7, No — 0. Motion passes.
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Councillor Toner gave closing remarks by noting the ordinance should be discussed further to
give more time to have conversations about issues being brought forward today. He noted that if
the Council is going forward with more conversations, it should be about regulating nuances and
figuring out how the City can actually harness the innovation industry in Cambridge.

Councillor Carlone noted that it was a very productive meeting, and that members heard about
many issues related to this subject.

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Azeem who made a motion to recess.
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.

Councillor Toner — Yes

Councillor Azzem - Yes

Councillor Carlone — Yes

Vice Mayor Mallon — Yes

Councillor McGovern — Yes

Councillor Nolan - Yes

Councillor Zondervan — No

Yes — 6, No — 1. Meeting recessed at 3:36p.m.

Attachment A: Zoning for Labs

Attachment B: Joint NLTP and Economic Development Meeting
Attachment C: Regulating New Lab Growth Through Zoning
Attachment D: Lab Discussion

The City Clerk’s Office received six written Communications, Attachments E-J

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and
every City Council Committee meeting. This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting
can be viewed at:

Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM - Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts &
Celebration Committee - Committee Meeting (granicus.com)

All meetings are “closed captioned”. After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are
available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzptlin5opixogl3q7k5

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not
constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.

A communication was received from Assistant City Manager / Community Development City of
Cambridge Iram Faroog, transmitting a presentation regarding Zoning for Labs.

A communication was received from Assessors Director Gayle Willet, transmitting a presentation
regarding Lab Discussion.

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM (Committee Reports)
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Erwin, Nicole

From: City Clerk

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 8:34 AM

To: Erwin, Nicole

Subject: FW: On Labs, Squares, and Neighborhood Businesses
Attachments: Lab Vacancy Spikes.pdf

From: Blier, Suzanne <blier@fas.harvard.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 5:02 AM

To: Azeem, Burhan <bazeem@cambridgema.gov>; Carlone, Dennis <dcarlone @cambridgema.gov>; Mallon, Alanna
<amallon@cambridgema.gov>; McGovern, Marc <mmcGovern@cambridgema.gov>; Nolan, Patricia
<pnolan@cambridgema.gov>; Siddigui, Sumbul <ssiddiqui@cambridgema.gov>; Simmons, Denise
<dsimmons@cambridgema.gov>; Toner, Paul <ptoner@cambridgema.gov>; Zondervan, Quinton
<gzondervan@cambridgema.gov>

Cc: City Clerk <cityclerk@Cambridgema.gov>; City Manager <CityManager@CambridgeMA.GOV>

Subject: On Labs, Squares, and Neighborhood Businesses

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members,

| write to you on the proposal before you today regarding lab use along our major squares and avenues urging
you to vote against this lab regulation petition without major revisions to it.

Here is why | do not support this petition as written: In Harvard Square (and others squares} as weli as along
many of our mixed-use avenues and streets, we need to have ground floor businesses that meet the needs of
local residents and others. In order to have such ground floor businesses (clothing stores, restaurants, food
stores, services) viable, upper stories of commercial activity increasingly need to carry more financial weight.
And, certain types of laboratories (among these dry labs for software design} make sense as a use. Stated
another way, to keep ground floor lease prices low (for local and other needed businesses) we need the upper
floors to do heavier financial lifting that helps keep the streetscape active and ground floor businesses from
remaining vacant. Please also consider including language that stipulates specifically that in split level first
(“ground”) floors, those floors accessible from ground level via a few steps (up or down) should count as
ground level.

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM (Committee Reports)

| also bring to your attention a recent report in Boston Bisnow indicating that lab space vacancies are
beginning to rise in the city, suggesting that there is less of a time crunch on this issue than appeared to be the
case earlier.

Finally, since there already is lab use discussion underway by this body, any new proposal should be folded
into that prior and ongoing Council lab discussion to have this work continue most efficiently.

Cordially,

Suzanne Blier
5 Fuller Place
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Lab Vacancy Spikes In Cambridge, Making
Room For Smaller Firms

December 6, 2022 | Taylor Driscoll, Bisnow Boston {https://www.bisnow.com/authorftaylor-driscotl-
574145) (maiitostaylor.driscoll@bisnow.com)

Cambridge’s life sciences cluster has historically had little to no Iab vacancy,
as big players have gobbled up space as soon as it hits the market.

But this year, companies have begun to give back space as the economy cools
down, and lab availability in Cambridge has risen dramatically. From Q2 to
Q3, Cambridge’s lab vacancy rate rose from 1.4% to 5.2%, the highest level in
years, according to Colliers (https://www.bisnow.com/tags/colliers)' latest
market reports (https://www. colliers.com/ en/researeh/boston/zezz -q3-
lab-market-report-boston-colliers).

While rising vacancy may be bad for landlords, it is also ereating new
opportunities for midsized companies that previously had a hard time
expanding in the hottest life sciénces cluster in the country, experts said last
week at Bisniow’s Cambridge State of the Market event, hosted at The Royal
Sonesta Boston.

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM (Committee Reports)

hitﬂsitlfwww.b’iéﬁsw;com/bos'toﬁ!hewslf:_fe~science$llab-avaxla'bi|'ity.-nses#wcambrldgé-smafier-compa_n;es—ood!d;—s’iaft.—tp—tak@ac‘_ﬂyaﬁtage—of-tbh‘-mm—w—
Packet Pg. 609




7.2

1248/22, 537 PM Lab Vacanay Spikes In.Cambridge; Making Room For Smaller Firms

“It's providing our companies with more optionality, and for so Jong, they
had none,” MassBio (https://www.bisnow.com/tags/massbio) President
Kendalle Burlin O'Connell said at the event. “If they were lucky enough to
get space, it was take it or leave it, and [otherwise], you'll have nothing.”

When the market had near-zero vacancies, tenants often signed leases for
more space than they needed to allow for expansions.

“Tenants were concerned about securing space for their growth plans,” said
Rob Dickey, executive vice president at Leggat McCall
(https://www.bisnow.com/tags/ leggat-mecall). “All of these younger, early
stage companies that were very ambitious and had big expectations of
growth became concerned about if they were going to take 15K SF they
needed today and secure another 15K SF for tomorrow.”

But Dickey said some companies overcommitted and are giving back space,
while others are consolidating multiple spaces into one. Thishasled to a
sharp rise in the amount of sublease space on the market.

Sublease availability in Cambridge rose from roughly zero last year to 639K
SF at the end of last quarter, accoirding to Colliers, The Cambridge market
also recorded a drop in demand in the third quarter; with 200K SF of
negative net absorption.

“We'te having a bit of a leasing hangover here in Cambridge as a result of
some very frothy times,” said Michael Wilcox, senior vice president of
leasing at Biilfinch Cos (https://www.bisnow. com/tags/bulfinch-cos). “The
market is changing."

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 7, 2022 1:00 PM (Committee Reports)
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In-September, Biogen (https://www.bisnow.com/tags/biogen) consolidated
its Cambridge footprint by selling its 125 Broadway St. building
(https://www.bisnow.com/boston/news/life-sciences/bxp-buys-kendall-
square-life-sciences-property-for-592m-115505) to BXP
(https://www.bisnow.com/tags/bxp) in a sale-leaseback deal and
terminating its lease with the REIT at 300 Binney St. The moves cut in half
the amount of property Biogen owned.

The rise of sublease availability may be healthy for the Cambridge life
sciences market, as it creates more opportunities for midsized companies,
Wilcox said.
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“The phenomenon in the marketplace is that it’s created move-in-ready
space for many companies, and that’s a positive for them,” Wilcox said.
idsized life sciences companies have struggled to find space as they have
been priced out of hot areas like Kendall Square
(https://www.bisnow.com/tags/kendall-square). Average asking rents in the
third quarter for Cambridge were $117.55 per SF, which was $18 per SF
above the Boston-area average, according to CBRE
(https://www.bisnow.com/tags/cbre)’s Q3 U.S. Life Sciences

hfips/fvww.bishow.com/bostoninews/life-sclences/lab-availability-rises-in-cambridge-stnaller-companies-couid-stast-to-take-advantage-of-dhis-116800 25
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(https:/ /www.chre,com/insights/figures/q3-2022-us-life-sciences-figures?
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utm_source=Press+releasefutm medinm=email&utm_campaign=0Q3+2022+U.5.+

report.

Unlike Big Pharma companies with deep pockets and new startups flush
with venture capital money, many of these midsized companies don't have
the cash to pay Cambridge's high rents, pushing them to other markets.

“What we have priced out of the market is the midtier company, and that’s
not great to lose that,” said Iram Faroog |
(https:/ /www.bisnow.com/tags/iram-farooq), assistant city manager in
Cambridge. “In this change of the nature of work and the subleasing
opportunities, some of these midtier companies will be able fo stay in
Cambridge.”

Available space might not be the only factor helping keep these midsized
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companies in Cambridge. Farooq said some of the recent pushback on larger

lab construction projects in the city could help to ereate-an opening for
smaller and midsized lab spaces that residents aren't as worried about.

In September, two city councilors proposed a limit on life sciences
construction to just active areas like Kendall Square and Alewife
(https://www.bisnow.com/tags/alewife), the Boston Business Journal
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153/6122-, 5:37 PM Lab Vacancy Spikes In Cambridge, Making Room For Smallér Firms
reported
(https://www.bizjournals.com/boston/news/2022/09/22/cambridge-
proposal-would-ban-new-labs-in-some-part.html). The proposed
restrictions have started conversations between businesses, life sciences

trade groups like MassBio and the city about what this could mean for the
industry.

Farooq said that these conversations could pave the way for midsized
companies to get into markets outside of Kendall Square, where bigger
companies might not be able to fit.

“We do have districts that can actually be home to these midsized companies
that are not right in the heart of Kendall Square but adjacent or in Alewife,
and those could become the place that people move to,” Farooq said.

Contact faylor Driscoll at taylor.driscoll@bisnow.com
(mailto:taylor.driscoll@bisnow.com)

See Also: Trump Otganization Found Guilty On All 7 Counts At Tax Fraud Trial
(/new-york/news/commercial-real-estate/trump-organization-guilty-on-all-
counts-of-tax-fraud-in-ny-116699)

Related Topics: CBRE (hitpsi//www.bisnow.com/iags/cbre), Colliers
(https:/fwww.bisnow.com/tags/colliers}, Alewife (https://www.bisnow.com/tags/alewife), Biogen
{https://www.bisnow.com/tags/biogen), Kendall Square (https:/iwww. bisnow.com/tags/kendall-
square), Leggat McCall (https:/fwww.bisnow.comftags/teggat-mccall), Buifinch Cos

(https://www. bisnow.com/ftags/bulfinch-cos), lram Farooq (hitps:/www.bisriow.com/tags/iram-
farcoq), MassBio (hitps:/fwwiv, bisnow.com/tags/massbio), BXP (https://www.bisnow.com/tags/bxp),
Kendalle Burlin O’Connell (https://www,bisnow.com/tags/kendalle-burlin-o'connell)
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From: City Clerk

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 8:47 AM
To: Erwin, Nicale

Subject: FW. lab restriction regulation

From: Shelley Rieman <shelleyrieman@gmail. com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 8:43 AM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA,GOV>; City Clerk <cityclerk@Cambridgema.gov>
Cc: Lee Farris <Lee@leefarris.net>

Subiject: |ab restriction regulation

Dear Committee,

i am writing to support restricting new labs from the Squares in Cambridge. | live two biocks from Central Square and the LAST
thing needed here are labs. We need temporary and permanent housing for the unhoused population that is growing every da

in Central Sq.
We need housing in general; affordable housing for workers, families, students, seniors.

Our Squares are vibrant and active areas suited to enhance the quality of life of Cambridge residents, and others--people from
nearby towns, tourists, people who work here. Residents should be abte to walk to a nearby square and be able to shop for

groceries, hardware items, and gifts. They should have access to public transportation, many types of restaurants, a local post
office, and small businesses that serve their needs. Cambridge municipal offices and departments are conveniently located nez

Central and Inman squares.

Labs are most appropriate in the Kendall Square area, close to MIT and the many biotech and other science-related

organizations there,

Thank you in advance for prioritizing people over labs!
Sincerely,

Shelley Rieman

201 Franklin St.

617-388-8712

file://ipoliy/.. /Joint%20Meetings/NLTP%208&%20Economic%20Development%2012.07.2022/F W%0201ab%20restriction%20regulation,h
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-
From: City Clerk
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 12:24 PM
To: Erwin, Nicole
Subject: FW: Council's

From: Rachel Wyon <r.wyon2010@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 11:58 AM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA.GOV>
Ce: City Clerk <cityclerk@ Cambridgema.gov>
Subject: Council’s

To: Economic Development Committee and Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committee.
Re: Meeting on Dec, 7 with regard to the Lab Regulation Petition

| am writing to ask you to support the Lab Regulation Petition which would prehibit new biotech lab construction in
Cambridge's neighborhoods and squares, including Central, Harvard, Porter, Inman, Cambridge Street, River Street,

Concord Ave., Broadway.

As a resident of Cambridgeport and frequent pedestrian/cyclist in Central, Inman and Harvard Squares, | am in complete
support of this petition because it will benefit both residents and small independent businesses in the Squares and other
business districts. Lab development would drive up the cost of land, thus making affordable housing development and
small businesses even more difficult and cause further displacement of current residents and small businesses. We are
in a housing crisis now; we need to focus on affordable housing in the residential neighborhoods and the Squares. This

petition is an important step to interrupt the housing affordability crisis that we all want to remedy.

This petition would not stop further lab development, rather keep it in the areas designated for labs - Kendall Sq,
eastern part of Cambridgeport and some parts of Alewife. This would strike a better balance between housing

production and excessive biotech/pharma growth.

| ask you to consider how important it is to keep our Squares the historic cultural, dining and shopping centers they are.
Cambridge is a beautiful city for the people who live here, come to work and study here, and visit as tourists. With
increased affordable and energy efficient housing and more opportunities for small businesses, we can make Cambridge

a more affordable city for many more people.

Thank you for studying the zoning proposal in this position that makes Cambridge a fivable vibrant city for people and

also for science research and labs.

Sincerely,

Rachel Wyon

283 Sidney St.
r.wyon2010@email.com
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Erwin, Nicole
I

From; City Clerk

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:48 PM
To: Erwin, Nicole

Subject: FW: Lab Regulation petition

From: john russe <john.russe@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 2:05 PM
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@Cambridgema.gov>
Subject: Lab Regulation petition

| am writing in support of the new Lab Regulation petition. It is in the best
interests of our community to avoid the commingling of residential and
commercial space with potentially hazardous lab activities. | am hoping
that our recent pandemic (and its unrelenting aftermath) has taught us
something about the vulnerabilities we generate by assuming there is any

limit to the capacity for human error to create unpredicted
outcomes. John Russell

7.2
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Erwin, Nicole
I

7.2

From: City Clerk

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:48 PM
To; Erwin, Nicole

Subject: FW: Lab Restriction Regulation

From: Susan Markowitz <susanlmarkowitz@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 2:33 PM

To: City Councif <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA.GOV>; City Clerk <cityclerk@Cambridgema.gov>
Subject: Lab Restriction Regulation

Dear Committee Members,

| am writing to support restricting new labs from the multiple Squares in Cambridge. | live in Inman Square and do not
want labs nearby. | would rather preserve the neighborhood feel of Inman Square with more affordable housing and
retail shops such as restaurants, bookstores, pharmacies, hardware stores, clothing stores, grocery stores, etc.

Because lab development is much more profitable than housing and retail, if labs are allowed in the squares, that

will drive up the cost of land, making it harder to get additional housing and retail,

Labs are already located in Kendall Square and close to MIT. | would prefer that they remain in those locations where

they will be close to biotech and other science-related organizations.

Sincerely,

Susan Markowitz

20 Oak Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
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Erwin, Nicole

———— - - e
From: City Clerk

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:52 PM

To: Erwin, Nicole

Subject: FW: MIT Testimony on Lab Ban

Attachments: Lab Ban Testimony 12722.docx

From: Sarah Eusden Gallop <seg@mit.edu>

Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 3:16 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@Cambridgema.gov>

Cc: City Council <CityCouncil@CambridgeMA.GOV>; Council Aide <CouncilAide@CambridgeMA.Gov>; Huang, Yi-An
<yhuang@cambridgema.gov>; Faroog, Iram <ifarcoq@cambridgema.gov>; O'Riordan, Owen
<ooriordan@cambridgema.gov>

Subject: MIT Testimony on Lab Ban

Dear Madame City Clerk,

Please find, below and attached, MIT’s testimony in regard to the proposed lab ban to be included in
the record of the meeting.

Lab Ban Zoning Petition
12/7/22

Thank you, Mr. Chair

My name is Sarah Gallop and I'm Co-Director of Government and Community Relations at MIT. T
testified on this lab ban in September and shared the many questions that we have — and still have.

I'd like to reiterate two of our most fundamental questions about this proposal: what is trying to be
achieved? What problems are trying to be solved?

We have an operating philosophy at MIT that it’s important for us to work closely with the City on
every topic that is of mutual concern. We share data, information, and expertise, and make sure that,
together, we fully understand the intended and unintended consequences of any policy decisions.
Sometimes we are in full agreement, and sometimes we’re not, but we're always aware of the likely
outcomes because, together, we’ve done our due diligence.

None of that has happened on this topic.

This proposal presents as knee-jerk, yet it's not clear what issues or dynamics it’s trying to be
_ responsive to. The restricted areas appear arbitrarily proposed without any analysis of the parcels

1
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7.2

within. Has anyone drawn up a list of all the properties that will be affected? Even if that has
happened — although I'm not aware of such a list — has anyone reached out to the property owners
to talk with them about their current or future plans?

We're in Cambridge, Massachusetts — the world’s premiere innovation ecosystem. Our City is home
to Moderna and Pfizer that arguably saved millions of lives during Covid. It's home to hundreds of
IT, biotech, and sustainability-related companies that are addressing poverty, food, water, energy,
disease, pollution, and more — the most pressing challenges that are facing our society and planet.
We should feel a tremendous sense of pride about how our City contributes to the world. I know [,
and my MIT colleagues, do.

If there’s a problem that this proposal is trying to address (although I haven’t yet heard anything that
seems real or compelling), let’s focus on solutions that make sense. We have many tools at our
disposal. This proposal attacking business districts is short-sighted, anti-innovation, and regressive.
There also doesn’t seem to be much support for it.

I actually feel embarrassed, and more seriously, concerned, for all of us that we're entertaining the
idea of a lab ban. For our elected leaders’ sakes, our City administration’s sake, and all of the
contributors to this pre-eminent innovation ecosystem, I genuinely hope that no media outlet covers
this hearing,

Thank you,
Sarah Gallop
Co-Director, MIT Government and Community Relations

Learn about why we love our work!
MIT in Cambridge: Iimpact Report
Webgite | Twitter | Instagram
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Lab Ban Zoning Petition
12/7/22

Thank you, Mr. Chair

My name is Sarah Gallop and I'm Co-Director of Government and Community Relations
at MIT. | testified on this lab ban in September and shared the many questions that we
have — and still have.

I'd like to reiterate two of our most fundamental questions about this proposal: what is
trying to be achieved? What problems are trying to be solved?

We have an operating philosophy at MIT that it's important for us to work closely with
the City on every topic that is of mutual concern. We share data, information, and
expertise, and make sure that, together, we fully understand the intended and
unintended consequences of any policy decisions. Sometimes we are in full agreement,
and sometimes we're not, but we're always aware of the likely outcomes because,
together, we've done our due diligence.

None of that has happened on this topic.

This proposal presents as knee-jerk, yet it's not clear what issues or dynamics it's trying
to be responsive to. The restricted areas appear arbitrarily proposed without any
analysis of the parcels within. Has anyone drawn up a list of all the properties that will
be affected? Even if that has happened — although I'm not aware of such a list — has
anyone reached out to the property owners to talk with them about their current or
future plans?

We're in Cambridge, Massachusetts — the world's premiere innovation ecosystem. Our
City is home to Moderna and Pfizer that arguably saved millions of lives during Covid.
It's home to hundreds of IT, biotech, and sustainability-related companies that are
addressing poverty, food, water, energy, disease, pollution, and more — the most
pressing challenges that are facing our society and planet. We should feel a tremendous
sense of pride about how our City contributes to the world. | know |, and my MIT
colleagues, do.

If there's a problem that this proposal is trying to address (although | haven't yet heard
anything that seems real or compelling), let's focus on solutions that make sense. We
have many tools at our disposal. This proposal attacking business districts is short-

7.2
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sighted, anti-innovation, and regressive. There also doesn't seem to be much support
for it.

| actually feel embarrassed, and more seriously, concerned, for all of us that we're
entertaining the idea of a lab ban. For our elected leaders’ sakes, our City
administration’s sake, and all of the contributors to this pre-eminent innovation
ecosystem, | genuinely hope that no media outlet covers this hearing,

Thank you.
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