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 The Finance Committee will conduct a public meeting to discuss the City Council’s budget 

priorities and to discuss how to incorporate those priorities into the FY24 budget ahead of the FY24 

budget cycle 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern Remote    

Sumbul Siddiqui    11:15 AM 

E. Denise Simmons    11:43 AM 

Quinton Zondervan    11:04 AM 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Finance Committee was held on Thursday, 
December 15, 2022. The meeting was Called to Order at 11:00 a.m. by the Chair, Councillor 
Carlone. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    

 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone - Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 

Councillor McGovern – Present/Remote 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Simmons – Absent* 

Councillor Toner – Present 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent* 

Mayor Siddiqui – Absent*  

Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

*Coucillor Zondervan was marked present at 11:04a.m. 

*Councillor Simmons was marked present at 11:43a.m. 

*Mayor Siddiqui was marked present at 11:15a.m. 

 

Councillor Carlone began opening remarks and noted that the meeting today was to discuss the 

City Council’s budget priorities and to discuss how to incorporate those priorities into the FY24 

budget ahead of the FY24 budget cycle. Also present at the meeting were City Manager Yi-An 
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Huang, accompanied by his team Taha Jennings, Budget Director, and David Kale, Assistant 

City Manager for Fiscal Affairs. The City Manager began the meeting with opening remarks 

about the FY24 budget, noting that he was very excited about working with City staff for the 

future budget discussions. 
 

Councillor Nolan did an overview of what the City Council budget priorities are, which included 

Youth, Housing, Climate, City Operations/Infrastructure, Transportation, Open Space, Public 

Safety, and Resident Services. (ATTACHMENT A) 

Public Comment 

 

Gretchen Friesinger, 18 Orchard Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the Urban Forestry 

Master Plan funding. 

Catherine LeBlanc, 14 Tufts Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the budget for the Urban Forestry 

Plan and suggested Forestry be its own department. (ATTACHMENT E) 

Allan Sadun, 237 Elm Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the FY24 budget priorities and 

affordable housing needs. 

John Hawkinson, read from a written communication (ATTACHMENT D) and spoke on free 

cash.  

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on maintaining trees and irrigation 

systems, noting that trees are important for physical, social, and mental health. 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the FY24 budget, including universal 

PreK, climate goals, benchmark for expenditures, and street and park trees. 

 

A motion was made by The Chair, Councillor Carlone to close public comment. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 8, No – 1. Motion passes. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Toner who commented on free cash and 

for the approval of purchases with the budget ahead of time. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who spoke on his budget 

priorities, which included affordable housing, HEART program, shelter capacities, afterschool 

time, universal PreK, protecting the existing tree canopy, and cannabis revenue. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Simmons who noted that funding should 

be concise and continue training for staff. Councillor Simmons also noted that there should be 
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fair treatment for tenants, and that the Moore and Moses Youth Centers both need to be updated 

for the Cambridge youth.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Counillor McGovern who had clarifying questions 

about the FY24 budget and if there were any ideas already in play. David Kale was able to 

provide answers, suggesting that the City Council come up with a list of individual items. 

Councillor McGovern noted that the most basic need is having a roof over your head and agreed 

with fellow Council members with the budget going towards affordable housing, municipal 

broadband, and preschool and afterschool programs. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Mayor Siddiqui who reiterated the importance of 

benchmarking. The Mayor suggested that the City be more innovative with their budgeting, 

allow more housing and homeownership opportunities, and to look at ways where it could be 

easier to build more affordable housing. Mayor Siddiqui also noted that she was open to the idea 

of having a full year component of the Mayor’s Program for Cambridge youth instead of just 

offering a summertime program. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who suggested that the City 

Council put together a full list of members ideas and thoughts about the FY24 budget and that 

the City Council should be making more decisions together as a whole. The Vice Mayor also 

noted that it was ok for the City to fail and make mistakes, failing and making mistake would 

only help the City grow to be better. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Azeem who noted that he agreed with 

other City Council members comments on the budget and noted the importance of the City 

Manager’s Office to support the City Council before, during, and after the legislative process. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Nolan who commented that it is important 

for the City to make smart goals to help prioritize the budget and to be successful. She also 

commented on the climate crisis and ways the budget could go towards helping it. She suggested 

the City look in to hiring internal staff for projects instead of using outside consultants to help 

achieve goals. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone noted that the City should use the funds in an intelligent way, and 

spoke on energy and resilience goals, community engagement, open space, and universal PreK, 

noting that universal PreK should start as early as two years old to help benefit children. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Toner who had clarifying questions on the 

budget, asking if the Council were able to see a dollar amount to help prioritize where the budget 

will be going and what category it would be going towards. The City Manager was able to 

respond noting that there is a process for prioritizing, and that the City would need a sense on 

where the Council is on budget categories, goals, and strategy.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Zondervan who suggested the Council give 

the City Manager their priorities and for the City Manager to be able to respond back with a plan.   
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The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor McGovern who suggested that the City 

Council look at the School Committee budget guidelines because they could be helpful. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon suggested that the Finance 

Committee Co-Chairs possibly meet with the City Manager and his finance team to discuss 

budget priorities and to better organize budget categories. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Mayor Siddiqui who asked for more clarity on the 

American Rescue Plan Funding (ARPA).  The Mayor noted that the City should also be looking 

at tools to think about how the City could be more efficient about going forward with smart 

goals. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone commented that there is a group that presented at the National 

League of Cities that evaluates programs department by department which has been successful 

and could be a program that Cambridge possibly looks in to.  

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan followed up on some of the City Managers comments 

concerning the appropriation process, noting that it would help the Committee get some clarity 

and guidance from the City Manager and administration side when it comes to funding and 

priorities.  

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Councillor Azeem who noted that financial and fiscal 

responsibility is very important and looks to see a different budget then what has come out in the 

past. 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone commented on the national inflation rates and how administration 

will work with the rising inflation changes.  

The Chair, Councillor Carlone recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

adjourn. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 9, No – 0. Adjournment at 12:58p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Council Budget Priorities: (categorized). 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received one written communication, Attachments B – E. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/380?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=f3edb0d245d9e

3ef39dff06c33a3f99d 
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All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 

constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber. 
 

 

 A communication was received from Councillor Nolan, transmitting Categorized Council Budget 

Priorities. 
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