
JOINT MEETING OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & 

THE UNIVERSITY RELATIONS & NEIGHBORHOOD & 

LONGTERMPLANNING, PUBLIC FACILITIES, ARTS & 

CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, February 7, 2023 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 
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 The Economic Development and University Relations & Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 

Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee will conduct a public meeting to continue its 

December 7th, 2022 discussion of the attached zoning amendments and the Callender citizen 

petition proposing a technical definition of lab use and a restriction on new instances of the lab use 

in fragile districts including Central Square, Harvard Square, and Cambridge Street and possible 

alternative recommendations t 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Paul F. Toner     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Patricia Nolan Remote    

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Marc C. McGovern     

Dennis J. Carlone Remote    

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Joint Economic Development and University 
Relations and Neighborhood and Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and 
Celebrations Committees was held on Tuesday, February 7, 2023. The meeting was Called to 
Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Toner.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 
adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting 
was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 
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At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of each Committee. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 5, Absent – 0. Quorum established. 

 

Neighborhood and Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Absent* 

Councillor Nolan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/Remote 

Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

*Councillor McGovern was marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 3:05p.m. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Toner opened the meeting by noting that the call was to continue its 
December 7, 2022 discussion of the attached zoning amendments and the Callender citizen 
petition proposing a technical definition of lab use and a restriction on new instances of the lab 
use in fragile districts including Central Square, Harvard Square, and Cambridge Street and 
possible alternative recommendations to address neighborhood concerns. Councillor Toner noted 
that Mayor Siddiqui was joined in the meeting remotely. Other City Staff that were present at the 
meeting included, Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for the Community Development 
Department (CDD) and her team, Daniel Messplay, Senior Zoning Manager, Jeff Roberts, 
Zoning and Development Director, and Pardis Saffari, Director of Economic Opportunity and 
Development. City Solicitor, Nancy Glowa and Deputy City Solicitor, Megan Bayer, were both 
joined remotely, as well as Sam Lipson, Director of Environmental Health for the Cambridge 
Public Health Department.  
 

Councillor Toner noted that the petitioners from the Callender Petition were present and 
included, Charles Franklin, Kanish Gandi, Lee Farris, and Duane Callender. Other panelists who 
attended the meeting included Michael Grill, founder of Fairlane Properties and member of the 
East Cambridge Business Association, Jason Alves, Executive Director of the East Cambridge 
Business Association, David Maher, President and CEO of the Cambridge Chamber of 
Commerce, and Sharmil Modi from the East Cambridge Company.  

 

Due to the previous meeting being recessed, a motion was made by Councillor McGovern 

to suspend the rules to allow public comment. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of each Committee. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 
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Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Carlone - Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

Councillor Toner opened Public Comment. 

 

Donald Grossman, 179 Sidney Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the Lab Zoning petition 

sharing how it would negatively impact his business. 

 

Adam Rizika, 15 Tudor Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on the lab petition proposal and offered 

suggestions on affordable and incentive housing. 

 

Rabbi Yoni, spoke in support of the petition for affordable housing and not more biotech labs. 

 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the petition and shared 

her experience as a resident in Cambridge who is surrounded by labs. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to close 

public comment. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of both Committees. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 1. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Councillor Carlone - Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 1. Motion passed. 
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Lee Farris and other members from the Callender Petition gave Committee members updates on 

some of their thoughts and ideas concerning the petition. They noted they had a meeting with 

CDD on February 3, 2023 and offered comments regarding the progress and takeaway from that 

meeting.  

 

Councillor Azeem had clarifying questions for the City Solicitor regarding modifications and 

amendments to petitions, and actions taken on them. Nancy Glowa noted that when questioning 

whether you can amend a petition or not you have to look to see if it alters the fundamental 

character of the petition.  

 

Councillor Zondervan had clarifying questions regarding current developments in the City with 

lab space and housing. Daniel Messplay and Iram Farooq were available to respond, sharing that 

there were not currently any projects where housing and lab space were mixed in together, but 

there was a multi-residential building next to a lab space that was part of the same development 

on Binney Street. Sharmil Modi noted that he and his team have been studying smaller scale 

buildings, looking at the possibility of retail, commercial/lab use, and housing all in the same 

development.  

 

Councillor McGovern shared his concerns regarding the petition, sharing that it’s coming 

forward as a housing proposal, but there is nothing in the petition that will deliver housing. He 

offered suggestions on how lab space and affordable housing could be created that would benefit 

the City. Councillor McGovern also shared that the linkage fee recently increased to $33 per 

square foot which will generate funds for affordable housing. 

 

Councillor Carlone asked for clarity from Sam Lipson on the integration between labs and 

housing, and if there are any types of labs that are more concerning than others. Sam Lipson 

offered answers and examples for when looking at shared mixed used lab spaces, noting that 

keeping lab use space at the BL-1 and BL-2 level would be in the best interest.  

 

Vice Mayor Mallon acknowledged the work the petitioners have done to try and help solve a 

problem in the City. The Vice Mayor offered comments about the petition and noted that labs are 

not always the reason why affordable housing is not being built. She agreed with comments 

made by Councillor McGovern and noted that the issue that should be discussed is around 

housing and how to limit labs. 

 

Councillor Nolan shared that everyone agrees that the City wants to understand how to develop 

properties and not prevent new affordable housing to be built. She agreed with comments made 

by the Chair, that the two issues that the Council is trying to deal with is the production of labs 

and affordable housing. Councillor Nolan commented that she looks forward to a plan that has a 

range of initiatives involving lab space and affordable housing. 

 

Councillor Toner, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Carlone, and Councillor Nolan offered 

comments on the proposed motion and asked for clarification from the City Solicitor regarding if 

the two Committees can send a negative or positive recommendation to the full Council and on 

zoning. The City Solicitor was able to provide answers.  

7.3

Packet Pg. 800

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
F

eb
 7

, 2
02

3 
3:

00
 P

M
  (

C
o

m
m

it
te

e 
R

ep
o

rt
s)



Minutes Economic Development & University Relations Committee February 7, 2023 

City of Cambridge Page 5   

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made the following 

motion: 

 

ORDERED: That the joint Economic Development and University Relations and 

Neighborhood and Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebrations 

Committees forward the Callender Petition and Policy Order 2022 #161 to the full City 

Council with a negative recommendation.  

 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of both Committees. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 1. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Councillor Carlone - Present 

Yes – 3, No – 1, Present - 1. Motion passed. 

 

Councillor Toner offered discussion from Committee members on the proposed Policy Order 

(Attachment A). He noted that the proposal is coming from himself, Councillor Azeem, and 

Councillor McGovern with the intentions to try and capture the elements that have been in 

discussion about lab space and housing.  

 

Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Toner, Vice Mayor Mallon, and the City Solicitor went into 

discussion on the possibility of including a moratorium as part of the proposed Policy Order. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor Carlone who made the following 

motion to change the date on the last ORDERED so that it reads as follows: That the City 

Manager be and hereby is requested to report back to the City Council with 

recommendations no later than March 1, 2024.  

 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of each Committee. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
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Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Carlone - Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner made the following motion: 

 

ORDERED: That the joint Economic Development and University Relations and 

Neighborhood and Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebrations 

Committees forward the amended proposed Policy Order regarding Labs and 

Neighborhood Planning to the full City Council. (Attachment A) 

 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of both Committees. 

 

Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Present 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 0, Present - 1. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Present 

Councillor Carlone - Yes 

Yes – 4, No – 0, Present - 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Toner recognized Councillor McGovern who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll of each Committee. 
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Economic Development and University Relations Committee 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

Neighborhood Long-Term Planning, Public Facilities, and Arts and Celebrations 

Committee 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Councillor Carlone - Yes 

Yes – 5, No – 0. Motion passed. 

 

 

Attachment A – Proposed Policy Order as amended. 

 

The City Clerk’s Office received two written communications, Attachments B & C 

 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at:  

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/438?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=7abc48fd69fc4
87d9c09754d0110b05c 
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 A Zoning Petition Has been received from Duane Callender, et al. Cambridge Lab Regulation 

Zoning Amendment 

 A communication was received from Assistant City Manager / Community Development City of 

Cambridge Iram Farooq, transmitting a presentation regarding Zoning for Labs. 

 A communication was received from Assessors Director Gayle Willet, transmitting a presentation 

regarding Lab Discussion. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to Council Order No. O-8 

of 1/23/2023, regarding (1) whether there is a two year bar on considering repetitive zoning petitions 

that have been unfavorably acted upon by the Council, (2) if so, whether that bar on repetitive 

petitions would  prohibit the Council from moving forward with a Council initiated lab use zoning 

petition if there is unfavorable action on the pending Callender, et al. Petition, and (3) if so, what 

types of changes to zoning petition would be Necessary for it. to no longer be considered a repetitive 

petition. FINALIZED FEBRUARY 6, 2023 

 That the City Council refer the zoning petition regarding lab use to the Ordinance Committee and 

Planning Board for a hearing and report. PLACED ON THE TABLE IN COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 

19, 2022 

 A communication was received from Councillor Toner, transmitting Proposed Policy Order for 

referral to the Cambridge City Council regarding Labs and Neighborhood Planning. 
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