
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 
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 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, February 28, 2023, from 
3:00p.m. – 5:00p.m., to continue the discussion on Citizens Zoning Petition from Patrick Barrett 
et.al North Mass Ave BA-5 Zoning District Petition – APP 2022 #52. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Dennis J. Carlone Remote    
Alanna Mallon     
Marc C. McGovern     
Patricia Nolan     
E. Denise Simmons    3:40 PM 
Paul F. Toner Remote    
Quinton Zondervan     
Sumbul Siddiqui     

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 
February 28, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 
Zondervan.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via Zoom.    
 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Councillor Carlone – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor McGovern – Present 
Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Simmons – Absent* 
Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 
Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Mayor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 
*Councillor Simmons was marked present in the Sullivan Chamber at 3:40p.m. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan noted that the call of the meeting was to continue the 
discussion on Citizens Zoning Petition from Patrick Barrett et.al North Mass Ave BA-5 
Zoning District Petition – APP 2022 #52. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan introduced the Petitioner, Patrick Barrett, who was joined by 
Dan Sibor, Manager of North Cambridge Partners LLC. Patrick Barrett updated members of the 
Ordinance Committee on what has been accomplished since the previous meeting and reviewed 
the list of concerns that were addressed by neighbors and abutters which will be incorporated and 
addressed in the petition going forward, this document is referred to as a “Letter of 
Commitment” (Attachment A). Patrick Barrett also gave an overview of the updated zoning 
being proposed with the petition (Attachment B). 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan opened Public Comment. 
 
Michael Rome, 18 Gold Star Road, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the petition and shared that 
they don’t believe it is cohesive. They asked for more outreach to residents and the community 
and not just the abutters. 
 
McNamara Buck, 18 Gold Star Road, Cambridge, MA, shared that they agree there should be 
more housing in Cambridge, but believes the development would be too big and massive for the 
community and asked for members from the neighborhood to be included in the zoning change, 
 
Irene Herman, 21 Cedar Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that they are an abutter and when the 
petition was first brought to the Committee they opposed it, but now, after attending many of the 
community meetings, they support the petitioner’s vision. 
 
Eric Johnson, 24 Alberta Terrace, Cambridge, MA, shared that they are an abutter and agree with 
the proposed amendments that have addressed many of the community’s concerns.  
 
Rita Guastella, 127 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, shared that they are not a direct abutter but live 
in the neighborhood. They noted they had attended the community meetings which were very 
constructive and felt the concerns were heard by the petitioner. 
 
James Williamson, 30 Churchill Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the petition and shared 
that more neighborhood outreach should have happened to those who live in the area, not just 
abutters and neighbors close to the proposed development. 
 
Rhea Lesage, 20 Alberta Terrace, Cambridge, MA, shared that the whole process is upside 
down, but residents in the neighborhood took this petition very seriously and believes the 
conversations were productive.  
 
Michael Brandon spoke against the petition and the lack of a planning study surrounding it and 
agreed with the City Solicitor. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan had some clarifying legal questions around the petition 
regarding if a challenge were to be brought forward to the courts by residents. The City Solicitor, 
Nancy Glowa was available to respond.  
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor McGovern who shared he liked the idea 
of having twelve affordable homeownership units that the petition is offering. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who had clarifying questions 
around the Letter of Commitment. Patrick Barrett and Dan Sibor were able to respond, noting 
that the Letter of Commitment was intended for the developer to sign, saying they are committed 
to the proposed amendments that were discussed at various community meetings. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who commented that she liked 
the vision of having affordable housing and was happy to see that residents in the neighborhood 
and abutters were involved in discussions. Councillor Nolan also made the suggestion of having 
the possibility of contract zoning around the twelve units. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who expressed his concerns 
surrounding the petition and asked for clarity around the massing of the development. He also 
noted the importance of having guidelines that promote the character of the neighborhood. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Azeem who had clarifying questions for 
the Petitioner around the number of bedrooms that would be offered in the housing units. Patrick 
Barret noted that it is something that is still be configured based on what is approved by the City. 
Councillor Azeem shared that he was in favor of the City having the opportunity to provide 
housing, and noted that people should remember what is on the inside of the building and not 
focus only on the outside around height and density. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who thanked the Petitioners for 
reaching out to the abutters and residents in the neighborhood. The Mayor shared that although 
she supports affordable housing, she has reflected on what has been said by the Planning Board 
and taking that in to consideration would not favor the petition going forward. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor McGovern who had clarifying questions 
for the Petitioner around the height of the building. Patrick Barrett noted that the current zoning 
allows for fifty feet, he and the developers are asking for eighty, but their intent is to only build a 
little of sixty-nine feet. Councillor McGovern also asked for clarity on whether there were other 
buildings in the neighborhood that were currently over the fifty feet, to which the Petitioner 
noted there were two.  
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who shared that she agrees 
with comments made by Councillor McGovern around homeownership and affordable housing. 
She noted that there have been many studies done in Cambridge that reflect the need for more 
housing in the City. Councillor Simmons shared that she would like to see the petition move 
forward.  
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Toner who noted how all the concerns 
that have been discussed with the Petitioner have been considered and addressed with the 
abutters and residents in the neighborhood. He shared that he believes the development would be 
a better use of space and would support it going forward.  
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon and Councillor Azeem who 
both thanked the petitioners. Vice Mayor Mallon offered comments around the Letter of 
Commitment and the possibility of having it be more of a legal document.  
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan commented that he appreciates all the effort that has been 
made by the Petitioners to work with the abutters and neighbors and shared his legal concerns 
around the petition if were to move forward. He offered suggestions on contract zoning to make 
agreements legally binding between the Council and the landowner. He noted that he does 
support more housing, and the height and density is not of issue but believes the development 
should be approached in a different way. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Carlone who had clarifying questions 
for Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development for the Community Development 
Department (CDD) around zoning density and height. Jeff Roberts noted that he believes the 
City Council adopted zoning language at last night’s City Council meeting around Climate 
Resilience zoning which create exceptions around building heights. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 
request that the City Manager direct CDD to provide language that would amend the 
Barret et. al petition to include the amendments proposed by the Petitioner and report 
back to the Council by March 13, 2023. 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Carlone – Yes 
Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Simmons – Yes 
Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 
Yes – 9, No – 0. Motion passed. 
OREDERD: That the City Manager direct CDD to provide language that would amend the 
Barret et. al petition to include the amendments proposed by the Petitioner and report 
back to the Council by March 13, 2023 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion for 
the Barrett et.al petition to be passed to a second reading to the full City Council with a 
positive recommendation. 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Carlone – No 
Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Simmons – Yes 
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Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – No 
Mayor Siddiqui – No 
Yes – 6, No – 3. Motion passed. 
ORDERED: That the Barrett et.al petition to be passed to a second reading to the full City 
Council with a positive recommendation. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Simmons who made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. 
City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Carlone – Yes 
Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Councillor Toner – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 
Yes – 9, No – 0. Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attachment A – Letter of Commitment 
Attachment B – Updated Site Plan 
 
The City Clerk’s Office received two written communications, Attachments C & D 
 
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. 
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/453?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=a3f3df39dc604
573dcf9cec65f9c8ab7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/453?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=a3f3df39dc604573dcf9cec65f9c8ab7
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/453?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=a3f3df39dc604573dcf9cec65f9c8ab7
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A Zoning Petition Has been received from Patrick Barrett et al. North Mass Ave BA-5 Zoning 
District Petition 

 A communication was received from Patrick W. Barrett III, regarding a presentation BA-5 Zoning 
Petition. 

 A communication was received from Director of Zoning and Development, Community Development 
Jeffrey Roberts, transmitting the Planning Board report. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Zondervan, transmitting a memorandum from the 
Planning Board. 

 A communication was received from Patrick W. Barrett III, regarding the updated memo, letter of 
commitment, and attachments for discussion. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to Awaiting Report Item 
Number 23-1, regarding a legal Opinion on whether the Barrett, et al. petition would need to be 
refiled should there be a Letter of Commitment attached to the rezoning, and whether the Barrett, et 
al. petition constitutes "spot zoning." 
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