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City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Housing Committee will hold a public hearing to discuss the appointments of Elaine DeRosa 

and Victoria Bergland to the Cambridge Housing Authority, CMA 2024 #12 and CMA 2023 #238. 

In addition to the appointments, the Housing Committee will review and discuss any necessary edits 

to the zoning language that would allow unrelated people to live together in the City of Cambridge, 

POR 2024 #9 . 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem Remote   12:08 PM 

Marc C. McGovern    12:03 PM 

Sumbul Siddiqui     

Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler Remote    

Ayesha M. Wilson     

 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Housing Committee was held on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:00 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Councillor 
Siddiqui. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court and 
approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 
meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 
Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 

At the request of the Co-Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent* 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Absent* 
Councillor Siddiqui – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present/Remote 
Councillor Wilson – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Present – 3, Absent – 2. Quorum established. 

*Vice Mayor McGovern was marked present and in the Sullivan Chamber at 12:03p.m. 

* Councillor Azeem was marked present and remote at 12:08p.m. 
 

Co-Chair Siddiqui offered opening remarks and shared that the Call of the meeting was to 
discuss the reappointments of Elaine DeRosa and Victoria Bergland to the Cambridge Housing 
Authority, CMA 2024 #12 and CMA 2023 #238. In addition to the appointments, the Housing 
Committee will review and discuss any necessary edits to the zoning language that would allow 
unrelated people to live together in the City of Cambridge, POR 2024 #9. Present at the meeting 
from the Community Development Department (CDD) was Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and 
Development and Chris Cotter, Housing Director, who was joined via Zoom. Present from the 
Law Department was Acting City Solicitor, Megan Bayer, who was joined by Andrea Carrillo-
Rhoads, Assistant City Solicitor. Co-Chair Siddiqui noted that Mayor Simmons was also present. 
 

Co-Chair Siddiqui opened Public Comment. 
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Linden Huhmann, 71 School Street, Cambridge, MA, LGBTQ Commission, offered comments 
of support, feedback, and suggestions for the proposed language in POR 2024 #9. 

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui noted that the first order of business would be to discuss the reappointments 
of Elaine DeRosa and Victoria Bergland to the Cambridge Housing Authority. Co-Chair 
Siddiqui shared that Michael Johnston, Executive Director for the Cambridge Housing 
Authority, joined via Zoom along with Victoria Bergland and Brenda Downing, Deputy 
Executive Director.  

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Vice Mayor McGovern, Mayor Siddiqui, and Councillor Wilson 
who all shared their support for Elaine DeRosa and thanked her for all the work she has done for 
the City and for the Cambridge Housing Authority. Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Michael 
Johnston who shared his excitement for continuing to have Elaine DeRosa a part of the 
Cambridge Housing Authority Board of Commissions. Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Elaine 
DeRosa who thanked everyone for their kind words and support and shared that she is happy to 
continue her work with the Board of Commissions.  

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Councillor Wilson who made a motion to forward to the full 
City Council the reappointment of Elaine DeRosa to the Cambridge Housing Authority for 
a five-year term with a favorable recommendation.  

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Yes – 5. Motion passed. 

 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Mayor Simmons, Vice Mayor McGovern, and Councillor Wilson 
who offered comments of support for the reappointment of Victoria Bergland and expressed their 
gratitude for all the work she has done and will continue to do. Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized 
Michael Johnston who shared that Victoria Bergland has been a wonderful addition to the Board. 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Victoria Bergland who shared that she is grateful that she has been 
recommended to be reappointed and thanked everyone for their support.  

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who made a motion to forward to 
the full City Council the reappointment of Victoria Bergland to the Cambridge Housing 
Authority for a five-year term with a favorable recommendation.  

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 

Yes – 5. Motion passed. 

 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who thanked City staff for their quick response 
to the Policy Order and shared that he looks forward to the discussion and the proposed 
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language. Co-Chair Siddiqui noted that in addition to the presentation, there was also a memo 
included in the Agenda Packet from CDD and the Law Department in response to POR 2024 #9. 

 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Jeff Roberts who gave a presentation titled “Family Definition in 
Zoning”. The presentation was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the Agenda 
Packet. The presentation offered an overview of why definitions are important, terms used to 
define and regulate housing, and review of “degree of kinship”, how zoning is enforced, issues 
within the language, proposed objectives within the language, proposed definitions, proposed 
system, what is currently allowed for principal and accessory uses, and how it is enforced. After 
the presentation, City staff were available to respond to questions and comments during the 
Committees discussion.  
 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who shared that he is happy with the proposed 
changes. Co-Chair Azeem asked if instead of defining nonprofit in the family group, would it be 
possible to define lodging groups as for profit to help make it clear. Jeff Roberts responded that 
they were not necessarily concerned about profit when defining ordinance language, more 
concerned about distinguishing the difference between what is considered a household living 
space versus a rooming space. Megan Bayer responded as well sharing that the Law Department 
can look further into adding lodging groups as profit into the language and provided additional 
information related to the legal aspects of the ordinance language and definitions. Co-Chair 
Azeem echoed a comment made during public comment regarding lease structures and if staff 
could respond. Megan Bayer was able to respond and explained what the process could look like 
and what may factor into proposed language that reflects different lease structures. 
 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who had a question regarding the 
elimination of “Group Quarters” from the language and what that language was initially used for. 
Jeff Roberts responded and shared that at this time he does not know the history of that language 
and that “Group Quarters” is not mentioned anywhere else in the Zoning Ordinance.  

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who referenced packet page 30 and asked 
if the proposed definition for “Lodging House” would help concerns raised in a previous Zoning 
Petition, Allene R. Pierson et al., that was in Ordinance Committee November 29, 2023 and has 
recently expired. Jeff Roberts responded and shared that the idea was to help clarify the 
definition and help address the previous concerns on how uses are defined in this proposed 
language. Jeff Roberts noted that this language creates a clearer set of definitions and categories. 
 

Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who offered suggestions on how the proposed 
language can move forward. Jeff Roberts added that CDD and the Law Department will take the 
feedback and suggestions from the discussion and work to try and incorporate language into a 
revised draft.  

 
Co-Chair Siddiqui recognized Co-Chair Azeem who made a motion to forward the 
proposed Ordinance language from CDD to the full City Council with a favorable 
recommendation. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 

Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
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Yes – 5. Motion passed. 

 

With no further business, Co-Chair Siddiqui adjourned the meeting at 1:03p.m. 

 

Attachment A – One written communication.  
 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for these 
meetings can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/674?view_id=1&redirect=true 

 
 

 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the re-appointment of 

Elaine M. DeRosa as a member of the person as a member of the Cambridge Housing Authority 

Board of Commissioners. 

 A communication transmitted from Yi-An Huang, City Manager, relative to the appointment of 

Victoria Bergland as a member of the Cambridge Housing Authority (CHA) Board of 

Commissioners as the resident Representative for a term of 5-years. 

 That the Community Development Department report back with any necessary edits to the attached 

zoning language that would allow unrelated people to live together in the City of Cambridge 

 A communication was received from Jeffrey Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, 

transmitting a response to Policy Order 2024 #9. 

 A communication was received from Jeffrey Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, 

transmitting a presentation relative to the definition of family in the Zoning language. 
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https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/674?view_id=1&redirect=true
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