
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, March 7, 2023 12:30 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, from 12:30p.m. - 

2:30p.m., on potential changes to Chapter 2.78 Historical Buildings and Landmarks, Proposed 

Ordinance #2022-11. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Dennis J. Carlone     
Alanna Mallon     
Marc C. McGovern     
Patricia Nolan Remote    
E. Denise Simmons     
Paul F. Toner Remote    
Quinton Zondervan Remote    
Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:30 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 
McGovern.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation 
in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, 
MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern asked the Clerk to call the roll.  

 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Present/Remote 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Present – 8, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern noted that the call of the meeting was to hold a public 

hearing on potential changes to Chapter 2.78 Historical Buildings and Landmarks, 

Proposed Ordinance #2022-11. 
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The Chair, Councillor McGovern provided a brief history of the proposed legislation.  Chair 
McGovern noted that in May of 2021 there was a citizens petition from Loren Crowe et al. to 
amend the ordinance relative to Neighborhood Conservation Districts.  This citizen’s petition 
expired; no action was taken.  Council McGovern noted that he, Councillor Simmons and Vice 
Mayor Mallon put forth the language currently before the Committee via POR 2022 #35, on 
February 28, 2022.  Councillor McGovern further noted that Loren Crowe and Maryellen Dorn, 
two of the original Petitioners provided him with revised language that he submitted to the Clerk 
for consideration at this meeting.   
The Chair, Councillor McGovern introduced Loren Crowe and Maryellen Dorn, who gave a 
presentation titled “NCD Reform Petition” (Attachment A).  
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Charles Sullivan, Executive Director for the 
Cambridge Historical Commission, who noted several concerns with the proposed language and 
noted that he brought with him a memo detailing his response. (Attachment B).  
The Chair, Councillor McGovern, opened public comment.  The following individuals were 

allowed up to 3 minutes to speak. 

Roy Russell, 40 Cottage Street, Cambridge, MA, commented on some of the language for 
changes for Code 2.78.220, changes suggested by Charles Sullivan, and changes he was 
suggesting himself.  
Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of the proposed ordinance and 
noted how the latest version of the proposal incorporates important points of agreement between 
the original petitioners and the Historical Commission. 
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, shared her thoughts on NCD, noting that one 
thing an NCD does is promote local businesses and tourism. 
Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance and 
shared that the petition does not recognize the positive contribution that can be made by 
competent NCD commissions. 
Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance and 
shared she was speaking in support of the conservation district and Charles Sullivan rebuttal 
comments. 
James Williamson, Churchill Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance 
and believes that historic preservation should be strengthened in the City in certain areas in and 
in certain ways. 
Marie Saccoccio, 55 Otis Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance and 
shared she initiated the East Cambridge NCD and offered detail into the work that was done 
around the NCD. 
Francesca Gordini, 122 Otis Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance and 
shared that as a renter in Cambridge she supports the NCD as something that is voted by 
homeowners. 
Andrew Richardson, 176 Third Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in support of the existing historic 
NCD Ordinance as it stands, and supports Charles Sullivan and his staff. 
James Zall, 203 Pemberton Street, Cambridge, MA, commented that the NCD Ordinance that is 
40 years old is in need of reform and shared that NCD’s are not about quantitative issues but 
about character. 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, agreed with the comments made by 
Charles Sullivan. 
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Charles Hinds, 207 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA agreed with the comments made by Charles 
Sullivan and believes they must be enforceable and shared that NCD is not going to curb housing 
production.  
Itamar Turner-Trauring, 139 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA, commented that the laws should be 
changed to deal with realities and make it easier to build more housing and to build more 
affordable housing. 
Elizabeth Gombosi, 42 Irving Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke against the proposed Ordinance and 
noted that the City is fortunate enough to have a strong and knowledgeable Historical 
Commission to provide professional guidance and NCD’s. 
Fritz Donovan, 42 Irving Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in strong opposition to the negative 
aspect of Policy Order #11 and supports the views of Charles Sullivan. 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who made a motion to 

close public comment. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes–7, No–1, Absent–1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern reviewed the agenda packet which included the original 

language proposed, two memos received from Executive Director Charles Sullivan related 

to the original language, and revised language to the proposed ordinance.   

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern made a motion to amend the proposed ordinance 

language by substitution with the revised language that he submitted to the Clerk for 

inclusion in the agenda packet.  Attachment C.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 7, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Zondervan who shared that he would be 
in favor of a working group to look at the proposed Ordinance language and would also like to 
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look at the language suggested by Roy Russell who spoke during public comment. Councillor 
Zondervan offered suggestions on how to move forward.   
The Chair, Councillor McGovern suggested bringing the original petitioners and Executive 
Director Sullivan together to work on the language in advance of the next Ordinance Committee 
meeting.   
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan who noted that she wanted the 
Committee to make sure they are clear on the various amendments that are being proposed. She 
shared that it was important to work with the Historical Commission, Law Department, and any 
other staff and to get input from residents across the City. Councillor Nolan offered that she is in 
favor of following the lead of Charles Sullivan and appreciates the work that was done by 
volunteers in the East Cambridge NCD. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Carlone who shared he would like to be 
a part of the working group. He noted that he agreed that language needs to be analyzed and 
worked out together to come back with language that everyone could potentially be happy with.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who commented that she was 
not in favor of a working group and believes that the amendments and memos should be worked 
out in the Ordinance Committee. She noted that Executive Director Sullivan provided 
suggestions for amendments and that everyone should be able to come together and talk about 
how to move forward in Committee.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Toner who shared he supports the idea 
of a working group. Coucnillor Toner offered comments around protecting the expertise of 
people in NCD and believes it would be beneficial to refresh and update policies to reflect the 
City’s overall goals.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Azeem who noted that he would like the 
City to get to a point where Boards and Commissions are more representative of the City and 
stressed the importance of having people who rent in the City be part of them. He commented 
that he would like to be a part of the working group and hopes that the City can get to a good 
place around this proposed Ordinance.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern addressed the negative comments against the petitioners and 
stated that everyone has the right to express their views and opinions and should be able to do so 
with respect. Councillor McGovern noted that he is in favor of more diverse Boards and 
Commissions and agrees that a ten-year review is appropriate noting the current Ordinance 
hasn’t been reviewed in forty years.  Councillor McGovern noted that history is important, but 
the City needs to find balance with historical preservation while also making sure the City is 
moving forward. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Zondervan who suggested the two 
Ordinance Committee Chairs come together to create a unified document that the Committee can 
review and discuss. 
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The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Nolan who agreed with Councillor 
Zondervan about having a unified working document and addressed the negative tone of some of 
the comments being made.  Councillor Nolan also noted that she supported the comments made 
by Roy Russell related to climate change.  
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Carlone who shared he agrees with the 
idea of the Ordinance being looked at every ten years and looks forward to future discussions 
around the new proposed language. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Mayor Siddiqui who offered comments around the 
proposed Ordinance and concurred that everyone should work together get to as much agreement 
as possible, so the Ordinance Committee move forward with making a decision. 
 
The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who shared she would like to 
see the Ordinance Committee meet sooner rather than later around this discussion. The Chair, 
Councillor McGovern, and Co-Chair Councillor Zondervan both agreed, with Councillor 
McGovern noting that they will come back with a cleaner version for debate and discussion. 
 

The Chair, Councillor McGovern recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes–7, No–0, Absent–1. Motion passed. 

 
Attachment A – Presentation titled, “NCD Reform Petition” 
Attachment B – Memorandum from Charles Sullivan to City Manager Huang dated March 6  
Attachment C - Revised Language submitted by Councillor McGovern  
 
 
The City Clerk’s Office received 7 written communications, Attachments D-J.  
 
Clerk’s Notes:  The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting. This is a permanent record. 
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/460?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ab7eb29413ce4
3027380001b699ca476 
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 Amendment to Chapter 2.78 of the Cambridge Code of Ordinance, entitled “Historical Buildings and 

Landmarks.” (Ordinance #2022-11) 

 That the memo from Charles Sullivan regarding Comments on Citizen’s Petition to Amend Ch. 2.78, 

Article III, Neighborhood Conservation Districts and Landmarks and the memo from Charles 

Sullivan regarding the Proposed Friendly Amendments to Ch. 2.78, Art. III be forwarded to the full 

City Council with the recommendation to refer said memos to the Ordinance Committee for further 

discussion. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Marc McGovern, transmitting revised language to 

the original citizen's petition. 
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