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 The Housing Committee will hold a public hearing on July 17, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. to continue the 
discussion on allowing multifamily housing in all neighborhoods of the City. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Burhan Azeem Remote    
Marc C. McGovern Remote    
Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    
Jivan Sobrinho-Wheeler Remote    
Ayesha M. Wilson Remote    

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Housing Committee was held on Wednesday, 
July 17, 2024. The meeting was Called to Order at 2:00 p.m. by the Co-Chair, Councillor 
Azeem. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly 
and approved by the Governor, this public meeting was remote only. 
 
At the request of the Co-Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Present 
Councillor Siddiqui – Present 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Present 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Present 
Councillor Wilson – Present 
Present – 5. Quorum established. 
 
The Co-Chair, Councillor Azeem offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting 
was to continue the discussion on allowing multifamily housing in all neighborhoods of the City. 
Present at the meeting was Yi-An Huang, City Manager, Jeff Roberts, Director of Zoning and 
Development, Chris Cotter, Housing Director, and Melissa Peters, Director of Community and 
Strategic Planning. Also present at the meeting was Mayor Simmons and Councillor Nolan. 
 
Due to technical difficulties, the Committee went into a five-minute recess. 
 
The Co-Chair, Councillor Azeem recognized the team from the Community Development 
Department (CDD) who gave a presentation titled “Multifamily Housing Citywide”. The 
presentation was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. The 
presentation offered information on zoning principles, proposed zoning concept, height and 
density, open space and setbacks, design/development review, and process timeline. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem opened Public Comment.  
 
Carolyn Magid, 71 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments regarding housing for low-
income residents.  
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Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments on housing, zoning 
changes, and effects from demographic changes. 
 
 
Sierra Dearns, 7 Temple Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and concerns regarding 
changes to zoning and spoke in favor of affordable housing. 
 
Henry H. Wortis, 106 Berkshire Street, Cambridge, MA, offered suggestions towards affordable 
housing and shared concerns about the proposed language.  
 
Dan Totten, 54 Bishop Allen Drive, Cambridge, MA, shared support for affordable housing and 
offered concerns about the proposed language. 
 
Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns about the proposed language. 
 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments that were not in favor 
of the proposed language. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Co-Chair Siddiqui who made a motion to close public 
comment. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Yes 
Yes – 5. Motion passed.  
 
Co-Chair Azeem thanked CDD for their presentation and thanked Co-Chair Siddiqui for all her 
hard work. Co-Chair Azeem noted the progress that has been made through the many 
conversations that have occurred in Committee and community meetings and shared that the 
presentation and slides are a good reflection of the work that has been done so far. Co-Chair 
Azeem shared his excitement for continuing to move forward. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Co-Chair Siddiqui who shared that she appreciated the feedback 
that has been received and that having these meetings is an opportunity to discuss concerns that 
are raised by members of the public. Councillor Siddiqui stressed that having affordable housing 
in the City is really important and how the City produces that housing is even more important. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized City Manager Huang who recognized the challenges that are faced 
when trying to develop more affordable housing. The City Manager shared his appreciation for 
the work that is being done by the team from CDD and the initiative the Housing Co-Chairs are 
taking to help the City continue to move forward. City Manager Huang highlighted and provided 
examples of the inclusionary and affordable housing developments that have occurred over the 
last ten years and shared that continuing to provide more housing in Cambridge is something that 
is supported by City leadership and staff. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Councillor Wilson who thanked City staff for continuing to provide 
more information on the direction the City is going in relation to zoning and the possibilities that 



Minutes Housing Committee July 17, 2024 

City of Cambridge Page 3   

come with zoning changes. Councillor Wilson also thanked those who spoke in public comment 
and raised necessary concerns that should be addressed as the discussion continues to go forward 
regarding the housing crisis not just in Cambridge, but nationally. Councillor Wilson noted the 
importance of looking at goals and some of the unintended consequences that could arise. 
Councillor Wilson asked the team from CDD if they had an idea of what the potential number of 
units could be available with the zoning as written versus focusing on getting more inclusionary 
units. Jeff Roberts responded by noting that the focus right now is to set regulations for housing 
through zoning, not necessarily what is going to be built. They shared the importance of looking 
at economic effects and trends. Councillor Wilson asked how housing vouchers and zoning 
language could work together to help with affordable and inclusionary housing. Co-Chair Azeem 
responded by sharing there are no plans to change how inclusionary housing works. Chris Cotter 
provided a brief update on the discussions regarding voucher programs and shared that it is being 
looked at separately from zoning. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler who offered comments on the 
dimensional proposal standards, open space and setbacks, current and future zoning, and 
economic conditions and development trends. Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler had a question 
regarding the inclusionary bonus density requirements and asked if City staff could provide more 
information on it. Jeff Roberts responded by sharing how the changes in zoning would create a 
different approach while also supporting interest in development. Jeff Roberts noted that this 
type of change would be most effective where there are larger lot sizes. Councillor Sobrinho-
Wheeler pointed out how it may create more inclusionary units to be available. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who thanked the Housing Co-Chairs and 
CDD for their hard work and acknowledged how complex this discussion is and has been. The 
Vice Mayor asked for clarification on how many stories would be able to be built. Jeff Roberts 
explained how the height limits would vary based on specific districts. The Vice Mayor 
suggested the proposed language around height limits be clearer. Vice Mayor McGovern shared 
the importance of having continuous conversations with affordable housing partners so as not to 
hurt the Affordable Housing Overlay as well as continuing to have conversations with 
community members. The Vice Mayor stressed how important it is to continue to have 
developers build inclusionary housing and how adding additional housing to help low, moderate, 
and middle-income people will have positive results. Co-Chair Siddiqui added that the Housing 
Co-Chairs would work with CDD on some of the questions that arose in the meeting, and that a 
date for another committee meeting would be set next month. 
 
Co-Chair Azeem recognized Vice Mayor McGovern who made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 
Councillor Siddiqui – Yes 
Vice Mayor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Sobrinho-Wheeler – Yes 
Councillor Wilson – Absent 
Yes – 4, No – 0, Absent - 1. Motion passed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:06p.m. 
 
Attachment A – The City Clerk’s Office received five written communications. 
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Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 
can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/789?view_id=1&redirect=true 
 

 

I. Discussion 

 A communication was received from Jeffrey Roberts, Director of Zoning and Development, 
Community Development Department, transmitting a presentation titled "Multifamily Housing 
Citywide". 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/789?view_id=1&redirect=true













