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 The Health and Environment Committee will conduct a public hearing to discuss the final report of 

the Climate Crisis Working Group 

 

 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Patricia Nolan     

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone     

Marc C. McGovern Remote    

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Health and Environment Committee was held 

on Tuesday, June 23, 2022. The meeting was called to order at 5:30p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 

Nolan. Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by the Massachusetts General 

Assembly and approved by the Governor, the public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation. 

This public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd 

Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via 

Zoom. 
 

At the request of the Chair, Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor McGovern – Present/Remote 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks and shared that the call of the meeting was 

to discuss the final report of the Climate Crisis Working Group (CCWG). Councillor Nolan 

noted that Mayor Siddiqui was also present at the meeting. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Mayor Siddiqui who noted that climate work is such an 

important issue and that the City and working group wanted to respond with urgency. Mayor 

Siddiqui thanked Councillor Nolan and members for the CCWG for all their hard work.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized members from the CCWG who offered their thanks and 

excitement for the work that has been done and look forward to reviewing the report. 
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The Chair, Councillor Nolan gave a quick overview of the CCWG findings and 

recommendations report which was provided in advance of the meeting and included in the 

Agenda Packet.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community 

Development Department (CDD) who was joined by Susanne Rasmussen and Seth Federspiel, as 

well as staff from the Department of Public Works (DPW) Owen O’Riordan, John Nardone, 

Kathy Watkins, and Ellen Katz. Iram Farooq noted that both CDD and DPW are City 

departments that are involved with the implementation of climate change recommendations and 

sustainability within the City. Commissioner O’Riordan shared that DPW has a significant 

commitment to climate issues and noted that the City has been taking positive steps when trying 

to reach climate goals. Susanne Rasmussen offered comments and shared examples of the efforts 

that CDD is currently working on to reach climate goals. Iram Farooq shared that staff is 

available to respond to any questions or concerns from Councillors.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who thanked everyone who 

worked towards providing a detailed report on where the City is in regards to climate change. 

Councillor Zondervan had a question regarding the Community Choice Electricity (CCE) 

program and asked if there was an update on being able to provide and have a program for 

renewable electricity for residents and small businesses to be compliant with BEUDO by 2025. 

Iram Farooq was available to respond and shared that CDD is currently working on increasing 

the amount of renewable energy that is available through the City of Cambridge Community 

Electricity Aggregation program and shared that 100% green option is cheaper than the 

Eversource standard base rate. Susanne Rasmussen shared that the number of large properties 

that take advantage of the Aggregation program is very low. They are looking on how to expand 

the program and participation as well as expanding the supply is a long-range plan that CDD is 

working towards. Councillor Zondervan shared that he would like to see the CCE become 100% 

renewable by default, so all tenants of larger properties are purchasing renewable energy that is 

compliant with BEUDO. He shared that it would also help the City see a significant decrease in 

emissions. Councillor Zondervan asked for more information on how the Community Solar 

program will be available to lower income residents in the City. Seth Federspiel shared that CDD 

has been working with partners to take advantage of low-income solar opportunities and offered 

examples of how the City can take advantage of the opportunities that are provided by the 

partnerships and how the City can accelerate solar within Cambridge.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who thanked everyone involved for 

all their hard work. Councillor Carlone noted that there is an urgent need for the City to work 

towards and incorporate buildings to net zero. Councillor Carlone stressed the importance of 

considering the design, development, and use of materials for larger properties and what that 

means when trying to reach climate change goals and providing more open space in the City.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan along with members of the CCWG reviewed the proposed 

amendments to the report.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who made a motion to 

substitute Section 4 with the proposed amendments. (Attachment A) 
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Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who made a motion to refer 

the report as amended back to the Full City Council.  

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Nolan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Absent 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Yes – 3, No – 0, Absent – 2. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:43p.m. 

 

Attachment A – Proposed amendments to Section 4. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/281?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=0ead99b1ea4ff

632107e97a87b3dee71 

 

 

 

 A communication was received from Mayor Siddiqui and Councillor Nolan, transmitting a report 

from the Climate Crisis Working Group 
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