
HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Wednesday, October 25, 2023 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 
                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 
                                                                                                                                                       Cambridge, MA 021396 
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 The Health and Environment Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 
2023 from 3:00p.m. – 5:00p.m. to discuss, review, and evaluate the Zero Waste Master Plan and 
plan reports and updates, and to discuss possible ways to further reduce waste in Cambridge 
including exploring how the city might eliminate single-use plastics including but not limited to 
nips, bottled water, and utensils.  

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 
Patricia Nolan     
Burhan Azeem     
Dennis J. Carlone     
Marc C. McGovern Remote    
Quinton Zondervan     

 
 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Health and Environment Committee was held 
on Wednesday, October 25, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, 
Councillor Nolan. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General 
Court and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This 
public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, 
City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 
 
At the request of the Chair, Deputy Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Absent 
Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor McGovern – Present/Remote 
Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 
Present – 4, Absent – 1. Quorum established.  
 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered opening remarks and shared that the Call of the meeting 
was to discuss, review, and evaluate the Zero Waste Master Plan and plan reports and updates, 
and to discuss possible ways to further reduce waste in Cambridge including exploring how the 
City might eliminate single-use plastics including but not limited to nips, bottled water, and 
utensils. Councillor Nolan noted that John Nardone, Deputy Commissioner, John Fitzgerald, 
Environmental Services Manager, and Michael Orr, Recycling Director from the Department of 
Public Works (DPW) were present at the meeting. Counillor Toner also joined the meeting 
remotely. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan introduced Janet Domenitz from Environment Mass who offered 
comments on why single use plastics are a problem, reviewed pending select bills at the 
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Massachusetts Legislature to reduce plastic use, and highlighted the importance of why local 
action should be taken on reducing plastic.  
The Chair, Councillor Nolan offered additional opening remarks (Attachment A) relative to the 
Zero Waste Master Plan.  
The Chair, Councillor Nolan introduced John Nardone and the team from DPW who gave a 
presentation titled “Zero Waste Master Plan Update” which was provided in advance of the 
meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. The presentation provided an overview of the 
accomplishments of the Zero Waste Master Plan 1.0 and reviewed the timeline and future goals 
of the Zero Waste Master Plan 2.0. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan thanked DPW for their update and shared that she would like to 
have a brief discussion on the possible ban of miniature liquor bottles. Councillor Nolan offered 
comments on the proposed ban (Attachment B) and noted this was in relation to Policy Order 
2023 #177. Councillor Nolan introduced C.A. Webb who is a Cambridge resident and former 
President of the Kendall Square Business Association and Ben Weiner who is a package store 
owner in Cambridge, former President of the Massachusetts Package Store Association, and Vice 
President of the Off Premise Businesses of the National Organization representing on and off 
premise small businesses across the country known as the alcohol beverage licensees to share 
comments related to miniature liquor bottles. C.A. Webb noted the public health and 
environmental affects caused by having empty bottles in the streets and urged the City, as well as 
business owners, to work together to create a better living space for children and residents. Ben 
Weiner shared that he looked forward to having conversations with the City on how small 
businesses and the City can work together and be transparent about the proposed ban on 
miniature liquor bottles. Ben Weiner submitted a letter to the Council which offered suggestions 
on ways to move forward (Attachment C). 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan opened Public Comment.  
Michael Weiner, 10 Sherman Terrace, Cambridge, MA, shared that as a business owner he 
would like to be part of the solution rather than contributing to the problem. 
Harry Patel, 126 Morris Street, Revere, MA, shared concerns, and personal experiences with the 
ban on small miniature liquor bottles and how it has affected him as a former business owner. 
Charles Marquardt, 10 Rogers Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments and suggestions 
regarding the ban of miniature liquor bottles, and noted the importance of everyone working 
together with transparency.  
Rachel Wyon, 283 Sidney Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke in favor of having a ban on single use 
fossil fuel plastics and encouraged the use of plant-based plastics. 
Amy Waltz, 12 Blakeslee Street, Cambridge, MA, noted the importance of the Zero Waste 
Master Plan in reducing waste. 
Judy Nathans offered comments that were in favor of the Zero Waste Master Plan. 
Jason Alves, Executive Director of the East Cambridge Business Association, shared that they 
were in favor of engaging the business community and solving problems together and offered 
comments on a possible ban of single use plastics. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan noted the presentation that was provided by Janet Domenitz, in 
error, was not shared during their time speaking. Councillor Nolan reviewed the slides for the 
Committee (Attachment D). 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan had a follow up question for DPW regarding if there are any 
recycling facilities in Massachusetts that will recycle small liquor bottles. Michael Orr was 
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available to respond, noting that due to the size and shape of small liquor bottles, it can be 
difficult to categorize them as something that can be recycled. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who noted the importance of 
having a straight answer on whether small liquor bottles are recyclable and working with 
businesses on what the best solution is going forward. Councillor Zondervan had a follow up 
question on the presentation from DPW regarding some of the data that was collected. John 
Nardone and Michael Orr were available to provide a detailed response. Councillor Zondervan 
shared concerns regarding why a ban on single use plastics has not been addressed sooner and 
asked what solutions DPW have moving forward. John Nardone reviewed goals for the Zero 
Waste Master Plan 2.0 and noted that they are in the process of reviewing consultants. John 
Nardone recognized the impact that a proposed ban would have on the small business 
community and noted the importance of working with the businesses as the City moves forward 
to discuss what options are available if a ban were to pass. Michael Orr provided additional 
information on the Zero Waste Master Plan 2.0, including exploring recycling carpets. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who thanked DPW for their 
presentation and hard work. Councillor Carlone noted the importance of working with small 
businesses to find a reasonable solution. Councillor Carlone asked what Cambridge can do better 
as a community to reach the same goals as Seattle and other cities. Michael Orr shared that 
Seattle has a financial incentive for composting and that it is mandated. Councillor Carlone 
offered suggestions on how to help with composting for multi-family homes. John Nardone 
encouraged residents who live at large properties to reach out to DPW so that they can assist in a 
solution for recycling and composting. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor McGovern who agreed with Committee 
members regarding outreach and communication with the business community. Councillor 
McGovern asked for more information on educational outreach and working with schools on the 
environmental impact of single use plastics. John Nardone agreed that having more school 
outreach would be beneficial for the children and the community. Michael Orr provided 
additional information on what type of outreach is currently being done in the schools, and 
agreed that the more outreach and information that is shared the better. Councillor McGovern 
shared that he would support a public campaign on the importance of not littering. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Toner who noted the importance of engaging 
with the business community and offered suggestions on how the City can begin to notify 
businesses to get them involved in the conversation. Councillor Toner shared that he supports 
lowering the use of plastics but believes that it should be done in way that does not negatively 
impact small business owners. 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who made a motion that 
the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with relevant departments to engage 
with various stakeholders including recycling advocates, package store owners, and 
business associations, and report back to the City Council with a list of recommendations 
to reduce the use of miniature liquor bottles. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Absent 
Councillor Carlone – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
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Yes – 4, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with relevant 
departments to engage with various stakeholders including recycling advocates, package 
store owners, and business associations, and report back to the City Council with a list of 
recommendations to reduce the use of miniature liquor bottles. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Zondervan who made a motion that 
the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with relevant departments to report 
back to the City Council with an update to the March 23, 2021 report on the process of the 
banning various single use plastics in line with the discussion during the Health and 
Environment Committee meeting and actions by the State and various municipalities.  
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Absent 
Councillor Carlone – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Yes – 4, No – 0, Absent – 1. Motion passed. 
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with relevant 
departments to report back to the City Council with an update to the March 23, 2021 
report on the process of the banning various single use plastics in line with the discussion 
during the Health and Environment Committee meeting and actions by the State and 
various municipalities. 
 
The Chair, Councillor Nolan recognized Councillor Carlone who made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. 
Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Absent 
Councillor Carlone – Yes 
Councillor McGovern – Yes 
Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 
Yes – 4, No – 0, Absent – 1. Meeting adjourned at 4:51p.m. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A – Opening remarks from Councillor Nolan relative to the Zero Waste Master Plan. 
Attachment B – Remarks from Councillor Nolan on the proposed ban of miniature liquor bottles. 
Attachment C – Letter from Ben Weiner to the City of Cambridge/City Council. 
Attachment D – Presentation from Janet Domenitz. 
Attachment E – Written communications received from the public.  
 
Both motions were submitted as Policy Orders for the October 30, 2023 Regular City Council 
meeting, POR 2023 #194 and POR 2023 #195. 
 
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 
every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  
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The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 
https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/605?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=ea14c3145d36
47337dd50c4615f8f8da 
 

 

 A communication was received from Councillor Nolan, transmitting the Agenda for the October 25, 
2023 Health and Environment Committee Meeting. 

 A communication was received from Recycling Director Michael Orr, transmitting a presentation 
titled Zero Waste Master Plan Update. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Nolan, transmitting a presentation regarding Select 
Bills to Reduce Plastics, Pending in the Massachusetts Legislature, 2023-2024. 
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