
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Tuesday, November 28, 2023 3:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                    795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                           Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

I. Call to Order 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone     

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons     

Paul F. Toner    3:20 PM 

Quinton Zondervan     

Sumbul Siddiqui Remote    

 

 The Ordinance Committee will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, November 28, 2023, from 

3:00p.m.-5:00p.m. to discuss proposed Ordinance language that would lead to a phased-out ban of 

the use of gas-powered leaf blowers in Cambridge (Ordinance 2023-10) 

 

A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Ordinance Committee was held on Tuesday, 

November 28, 2023. The meeting was Called to Order at 3:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor 

Zondervan. Pursuant to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by Massachusetts General Court 

and approved by the Governor, the City is authorized to use remote participation. This public 

meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City 

Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via Zoom. 

 

At the request of the Chair, Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Absent* 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Mayor Siddiqui – Present/Remote 

Present – 5, Absent – 4. Quorum established. 

*Councillor Toner was marked present and remote at 3:20 p.m. 
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The Chair, Councillor Zondervan offered opening remarks and noted that the Call of the meeting 

was to discuss proposed Ordinance language that would lead to a phased-out ban of the use of 

gas-powered leaf blowers in Cambridge (Ordinance 2023-10). Present at the meeting was 

Commissioner of Public Works, Kathy Watkins, Deputy Commissioner, John Nardone, and 

Acting City Solicitor Megan Bayer. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who gave a presentation titled 

“Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers in Cambridge”. The presentation was provided in advance of the 

meeting and included in the Agenda Packet. The presentation offered an overview of the timeline 

of currently proposed changes, what the next steps are, the state of the industry of leaf blowers, 

Mass Save incentives, why the City should ban gas-powered leaf blowers, information on other 

municipalities in Massachusetts who have a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers, and a review of 

the proposed amendments to the Ordinance. In addition to her presentation, Councillor Nolan 

provided further reasoning as to way she was proposing changing the timeline on the use of 

commercial leaf blower operators and multi-parcel owners as well as City employees or City 

contractors from 2027 to 2026. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Kathy Watkins who shared that Councillor Nolan 

has done a great job summarizing what has been a collaborative process to reach the goal of 

having a phased-out ban on gas-powered leaf blowers in Cambridge. Commissioner Watkins 

shared that there has been outreach done within the community and a meeting was held last night 

to give landscapers a platform to provide feedback on the proposed ban. Commissioner Watkins 

shared that the City would prefer a 2027 timeline but does not foresee many challenges if 2026 

were to pass.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan opened Public Comment. 

 

Collin Bergstrom, 95 Dunster Street, Cambridge, MA, asked the Committee if they were 

considering the financial burden that contractors and residents will face on a ban and offered 

suggestions on how to help that burden. 

 

George Alvarez, 95 Dunster Street, Cambridge, MA, shared concerns on the ban of gas-powered 

leaf blowers and how it may affect the elderly community. 

 

Andrew DeGennaro, 95 Dunster Street, Cambridge, MA, offered comments relative to the 

financial burden some may face with a proposed ban. 

 

Lowry Hemphill, 9 Marie Avenue, Cambridge, MA, Mother’s Out Front, offered comments that 

were in support of the proposed amendments from Councillor Nolan and a ban on gas-powered 

leaf blowers. 

 

Sarah Gallop, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, MIT, shared they were in favor of 

Councillor Nolan’s amendments and noted that MIT plans to phase out gas-powered leaf blowers 

before 2026. 
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Cynthia Hibbard, 23 Ellsworth Avenue, Cambridge, MA, shared that they support comments 

made by Councillor Nolan and are in favor of a phased-out ban.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to 

amend the language relative to proposed Ordinance 2023 #10, Chapter 8.16.081, Leaf 

Blowers that was passed to a second reading on November 6, 2023 by changing the 

transition date from March 15, 2027 to March 15, 2026.  Redlined copy showing changes is 

attached.   

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who offered additional comments 

on the use of gas-powered leaf blowers on municipal properties. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan shared that he was in full support of a phased-out ban on gas-

powered leaf blowers, noting the importance it will have on the environment. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan made a motion to forward the proposed ordinance 

language as amended in Committee to the City Council with a favorable recommendation 

that the language passed to a second reading on November 6, 2023, be further amended to 

reflect the change in transition date from March 15, 2027 to March 15, 2026.  

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. Motion passed. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Zondervan recognized Councillor Nolan who made a motion to 

adjourn.  

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Absent 
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Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Simmons – Absent 

Councillor Toner – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Siddiqui – Yes 

Yes – 6, No – 0, Absent – 3. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:35p.m. 

 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A – Ordinance 2023 #10 (passed to a second reading on November 6, 2023) showing 

Councillor Nolan’s amendments changing the date from March 15, 2027 to March 15, 2026.  

Attachment B – The City Clerk’s Office received eight written communications. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/624?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=54ac214ab406

ba31e7da91b20dfd0a08 

 

 

 An Ordinance 2023 #10 has been received from City Clerk, relative to the Municipal Code of the 

City of Cambridge be amended in Chapter 8.16.081, Leaf Blowers. PASSED TO A SECOND 

READING IN COUNCIL NOVEMBER 6, 2023. ELIGIBLE TO BE ORDAINED ON OR AFTER 

NOVEMBER 28, 2023. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Nolan, transmitting proposed amendments to 

Ordinance 2023 #10. 

 A communication was received from Councillor Nolan, transmitting a presentation regarding gas-

powered leaf blowers in Cambridge. 

 A communication was received from the Chair of the Cambridge License Commission, Nicole Murati 

Ferrer, transmitting public comments submitted to the License Commission relative to leaf blowers. 
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