
CITY COUNCIL 

 

ROUNDTABLE/WORKING MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Monday, December 12, 2022 5:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                   795 Massachusetts Avenue 

                                                                                                                                                         Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 Roundtable/Working City Council Meeting to discuss Open Space Planning and Programming 

including the Public Space Lab 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Burhan Azeem     

Dennis J. Carlone     

Alanna Mallon     

Marc C. McGovern     

Patricia Nolan     

E. Denise Simmons    5:42 PM 

Paul F. Toner     

Quinton Zondervan     

Sumbul Siddiqui    5:29 PM 

 

 A communication was received from City Manager Yi-An Huang, transmitting the Agenda for the 

Roundtable/Working City Council Meeting to discuss Open Space Planning and Programming 

including the Public Space Lab. 

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

 A communication was received from City Manager Yi-An Huang, transmitting a presentation 

regarding The Future of Open Space. 

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 
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MINUTES OF THE CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

ROUNDTABLE/WORKNG MEETING 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

A roundtable/working meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on Monday, December 

12, 2022.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by the Honorable Vice Mayor Mallon.   

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and 

approved by the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in 

the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by 

remote participation via zoom.   

The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon called the meeting to order and asked the Clerk to call the 

roll. 

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Absent * 

Councillor Paul Toner – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – Present/In Sullivan Chamber 

Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui – Absent** 

Present-7.  Absent-2. Quorum established.   

*Councillor Simmons joined at 5:42 p.m. and was remote.  

**Mayor Siddiqui joined at 5:29 p.m. and was present in the Sullivan Chamber. 

 

The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance and called for a 

moment of silence. 

The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon stated that pursuant to City Council Rule 24 C2, this is a 

roundtable/working meeting and there shall be no public comment.  The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon 

further noted that written comments will be accepted and made part of the record of the roundtable 

meeting and the opportunity for the public to make oral comments on items discussed at this 

meeting shall be at the regular meeting at which the item may be considered for action by the City 

Council. 

The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon stated that this roundtable meeting is to discuss the City’s Open 

Space Planning and Programming including the Public Space Lab.  

The Chair, Vice Mayor Mallon acknowledged City Manager Yi-An Huang and his team 

including Deputy City Manager Owen O’Riordan, Public Works Commissioner Kathy Watkins, 

and from CDD, Assistant City Manager Iram Farooq, Melissa Peters, Gary Chan, and Play Space 

Specialist Dan Wolf. 
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Melissa Peters made opening remarks regarding the content of the formal presentation that was 

available to the public online, in the Sullivan Chamber and shown on screen.  Melissa Peters 

turned it over to Gary Chan who covered the information provided in slides 8-38.  The remaining 

slides were presented by Dan Wolf.  A copy of the presentation, titled “The Future of Open 

Space, Open Space Roundtable, December 12, 2022” is attached to these minutes.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui thanked staff for the presentation and recognized Councillor 

Zondervan for comments and questions. Councillor Zondervan noted the need to create more 

open space which is a challenge given the density of the City which is already mostly built up 

and asked if staff had any creative ideas to accomplish this.  CDD responded that they look at 

areas of the City where the need is greatest and to identify opportunities for acquisition, ways to 

make existing open space more accessible, and the potential to create open space through 

partnership with private entities. Councillor Zondervan also asked if we are looking at ways to 

better utilize existing open spaces to allow more activities to take place on them noting in 

particular the potential to do more on a golf course. CDD responded that they are looking at site 

specific opportunities and again focusing on the areas of the City where the need is the greatest.  

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Carlone who thanked CDD for a very good 

presentation that conveyed a lot of information and impressive analysis.  Councillor Carlone 

noted that this was his favorite topic, and that public space is the soul of the City.  Councillor 

Carlone noted the lack of public space in Cambridge and how far below the national average 

Cambridge is and highlighted his past efforts to create open space in East Cambridge that 

resulted in 12 additional acres.  Councillor Carlone noted that open space has been lost to 

addressing other needs such as schools and housing.   Councillor Carlone noted several 

opportunities to purchase property for open space that were missed and commented that he could 

not remember the last time the City purchased open space. Councillor Carlone also commented 

on the Alewife Quadrangle and Fresh Pond.  Councillor Carlone noted that in certain 

neighborhoods the priority should be open space not other uses and that the City needs to have a 

budget to be able to acquire spaces in these areas quickly.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Nolan who asked how we would be 

benchmarking and measuring success and also asked about connectivity, and if the City had a 

policy regarding permeable surfaces.  The City team responded and noted that they are focused 

on connectivity and that in some areas they have porous asphalt but in other areas it could not be 

done because of the underground utility conflict.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Vice Mayor Mallon who thanked Melissa Peters, Gary 

Chung and Dan Wolf for the informative presentation and acknowledged all of the work that 

went into it.  Vice Mayor Mallon also acknowledged the work around community engagement to 

inform the presentation that she described as intense and creative.  Vice Mayor Mallon 

commented on the success of shutting down certain areas to allow pedestrian traffic and asked if 

CDD was measuring the economic impact of these closures.  CDD responded that they have not 

been measuring the economic impact but can look at this noting that they do not currently have 

access to sales data and would need to partner with businesses to obtain this.  Vice Mayor 

Mallon stated she appreciated that teens were called out in the conversation noting they are often 

overlooked and do not have places to go. Vice Mayor Mallon noted that teen girls in particular 
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need safe spaces to gather with their friends.  Lastly, Vice Mayor Mallon asked about 

streamlining the permitting process.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Azeem who noted that this was something that 

all Councillors seemed to agree on.  Councillor Azeem noted that there can be a lot of open 

space activated on streets and because the City owns the streets it can be done quickly.  

Councillor Azeem also noted that he would like to see additional squares opened and mentioned 

the benefit to closing Central Square to traffic on Friday and Saturday nights.  Councillor Azeem 

also noted other possibilities for creating public space including ideas for Norfolk Street and 

Memorial Drive and connecting to the river.  

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Toner who stated his support for closing areas 

for special events such as a winter stroll, feast or event like rib fest where the community knows 

they are going to happen and can prepare for them, and staff can prepare for them.  Councillor 

Toner noted that making permanent changes in certain areas would be more challenging and 

stressed the importance of having deep conversations with folks in the neighborhoods and with 

the businesses impacted.  Councillor Toner thanked all for their work noting that the presentation 

provided a nice summary.  

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor McGovern who noted that he agreed with 

many points raised by Councillors and spoke to the challenge of being such a small City 

geographically and needing to be creative.  Councillor McGovern also noted that he would be 

interested in information on other communities of a similar size.  Councillor McGovern said he 

would love to see more activity and programming around Memorial Drive and he recalled a 

policy order that he had filed to close Mass Ave at Central Square from June through September 

that did not go anywhere.  Councillor McGovern asked if we are working with our universities to 

open up some of their space.  Councillor McGovern noted that whenever there is change there is 

pushback so having real data to show the value of the changes is very important.  Councillor 

McGovern asked if the data available could be presented in tables or charts rather than or in 

addition to maps.  Councillor McGovern also noted that it was important that every playground 

around the city be accessible to children with physical challenges.  CDD staff responded noting 

the work being done with universities and to ensure that spaces are accessible to all.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Simmons who noted that this was an 

interesting conversation and thanked those involved for the presentation.  Councillor Simmons 

noted that she agreed with Councillor McGovern that we need to be comparing ourselves to 

comparable communities and with Councillor Toner that it is important to truly engage those that 

will be impacted. Councillor Simmons raised several questions relating to engagement noting 

that she appreciated what had been done but was not clear if there was outreach to the Gately 

Youth Center, the Russell Youth Center, the Cambridge Learning Center and/or the Christian 

Life Center.  Councillor Simmons asked how many of the senior buildings were reached and if 

the senior centers in Central Square and North Cambridge were involved. Councillor Simmons 

also asked if there was outreach at the High School, to the interfaith community, to the Margaret 

Fuller House or to any local barbershops.    CDD staff responded noting the engagement that was 

done and that there is always an opportunity to do better. Councillor Simmons asked that going 

forward City staff be more intentional about reaching various populations including seniors.  

Councillor Simmons also asked about the Novartis development and making sure they have kept 
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their agreement and that other developers are also held to their permit requirements.  Councillor 

Simmons also stressed the importance of ensuring true equity and diversity in all of our plans.   

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Toner who asked about liability on private 

property.  The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Carlone for further comments 

around expanding community gardens, ways to bring energy to public spaces and the benefits of 

such spaces for addressing loneliness and supporting those suffering from mental health issues.  

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui noted that she agreed with a lot of what was said by Councillors.  

Further Mayor Siddiqui noted that what resonated with her was the mention of recess at Hoyt 

Field despite the heat wave and how important activities that involve our various nonprofits and 

youth are.  Mayor Siddiqui also stressed how important the Starlight space has been and her 

interest in making that a permanent space.  Mayor Siddiqui also commented on the need for 

community garden space, recalling a grant for this and interest from CRLS students.  Mayor 

Siddiqui noted that prior to COVID she had not walked around Fresh Pond and that further that 

she believed a lot of folks including from the Fresh Pond Apartments and Rindge Towers don’t 

know there is access to the space.  Mayor Siddiqui noted that she is fully supportive of Jerry’s 

Pond, and what IQHQ is doing there and asked what the City can be doing as a partnership 

because the City needs to doing more in North Cambridge. Mayor Siddiqui also noted inquiries 

from the public related to school parks that need upgrades and highlighted the existing free cash 

allocation and asked for guidance on how to communicate with those who reach out on how the 

work is prioritized. 

The Chair, Mayor Siddiqui recognized Councillor Toner who made a motion to adjourn.  

City Clerk LeBlanc called the roll. 

Councillor Burhan Azeem – Yes 

Councillor Dennis J. Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Alanna M. Mallon – Yes 

Councillor Marc C. McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Patricia Nolan – Yes 

Councillor E. Denise Simmons – Yes 

Councillor Paul Toner – Yes 

Councillor Quinton Y. Zondervan – Yes 

Mayor Sumbul Siddiqui –Yes 

Yes-9, No-0, Motion Passed. 

 

The Cambridge City Council adjourned at approximately 7:00 p.m.   

 

Attachments:  

Attachment: CDC presentation, titled “The Future of Open Space, Open Space Roundtable, 

December 12, 2022”. 

 
Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  The video for this meeting 

can be viewed at: 
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https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/373?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=fe18dc1ebbba7

34fcf2a4b1a0d80116c 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5 Please note that 

there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not constitute a verbatim 

transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.  
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