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 The Neighborhood and Long Term Planning Committee will conduct a public meeting to discuss 

the Cambridge Street Study: Findings and Recommendations Update. 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan     

Marc C. McGovern Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee was held on Wednesday, October 19, 2022. The 
meeting was Called to Order at 1:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Carlone.  Pursuant to Chapter 
20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the 
Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan 
Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote 
participation via zoom.    

 

Deputy City Clerk Crane called the roll. 

Councillor Carlone – Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Present/Remote 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent 

Present – 3 Absent – 2. Quorum established. 
 

Councillor Carlone gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting was on the 

Cambridge Street Study: Findings and Recommendations Update. They introduced Iram Farooq, 

Assistant City Manager of Community Development and opened public comment. 

 

Justin Saif, 259 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on NCD Ordinance Amendments. 

Wyatt Berlinic, 348 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on encouraging more affordable 

housing. 

Jason Alves, 544 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, stated he was looking forward to the 

presentation. 

Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on affordable housing.  

 

Iram Farooq introduced staff from her department which were, Drew Kane, Melissa Peters, Jeff 

Roberts, Mason Wells, Pardis Saffari. 
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Melissa Peters spoke about Envision Cambridge and how much additional growth could be 

accommodated and that part of this task was working with the community to provide goals for 

additional housing and how the City can support local retail.  

 

Drew Kane made a presentation titled, “Our Cambridge St. A Community Plan” 

(ATTACHMENT A). The presentation included material regarding general project information, 

a summary of public engagement, a summary of existing conditions, the vision statement and 

goals, and recommendations on how the visions and goals can be achieved. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone, noted that Councillor Zondervan joined the meeting during Drew 

Kane’s presentation. 

 

A motion was made by The Chair, Councillor Carlone to close public comment. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Coucnillor Nolan – No 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Yes - 2 No – 2 Absent – 1. Motion fails. 

 

Councillor Nolan had a clarifying question on zoning change and if Community Development 

had an idea on how challenging the change would be. Iram Farooq responded by noting that 

zoning changes are hard to be straight forward and that the zoning team is very involved with 

moving forward. Councillor Nolan also asked for clarification on street activation to which The 

Chair, Councillor Carlone responded.     

 

Councillor McGovern thanked staff for their presentation. He had questions on the possibility 

higher density areas that could be available on Cambridge Street. Drew Kane and Jeff Roberts 

responded, with Jeff noting that CDD has been in discussion about high density areas on 

Cambridge Street.  

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone had questions regarding parcel depth on Cambridge Street and the 

proposed FAR. They also asked for clarification on what the Public Domain is on Cambridge 

Street. Drew Kane and Ashley DiCaro from Interface responded respectively.  

 

Councillor Zondervan noted that the presentation raised some interesting questions on planning 

and zoning. He also spoke on the effect labs could have on Cambridge Street. 

 

Councillor Nolan thanked CDD staff and community. They spoke on ground level retail and had 

questions on trends and discounts for retailers. Jeff Roberts and Iram Farooq answered questions 

regarding retail. Christina DiLiSio from Community Development also weighed in on the 

challenges of retail. Councillor Nolan also spoke on and had questions about higher density 

development and what challenges could arise and if climate changes would affect new 

development on Cambridge Street. The Chair, Councillor Carlone, Iram Farooq, Drew Kane, 

Ashley DiCaro, and Stacey Chen from Interface responded. 
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Councillor McGovern questioned if side streets off of Cambridge Street could have potential for 

housing. Drew Kane responded by noting it is something that CDD has been looking in to. Iram 

Farooq also offered answers. Councillor McGovern noted that he had some concerns regarding 

filling commercial space with new development and spoke on trying to keep neighborhood 

businesses in busines. He made remarks that he is in favor of more height and more density to 

help with housing and retail market.  

 

A motion was made by The Chair, Councillor Carlone to extend the meeting 10 minutes. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Coucnillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 

Yes - 3 No – 1 Absent – 1. Motion passes. 

 

Councillor Zondervan noted that he agreed with the remarks of Councillor McGovern. He 

questioned if there has been any thought to allow flexibility with the zoning and allowing some 

buildings to be larger in height. Iram Farooq responded that it is something CDD could look 

more in to and also see how the City would be able to have larger developments in regard to 

zoning. 

 

The Chair, Councillor Carlone made ending remarks noting that although the focus was on 

Cambridge Street it’s something to think about for the entire City. He acknowledged all the hard 

work that went into the presentation and thanked staff for their work. 

 

A motion was made by The Chair, Councillor Carlone for adjournment. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Absent 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Coucnillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Absent 

Yes - 3 No – 1 Absent – 2. Adjournment at 3:04 p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Presentation titled “Cambridge St. A Community Plan”. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.   

 

The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

https://cambridgema.granicus.com/player/clip/336?view_id=1&redirect=true&h=582611f4

677b27eda2671b4edb19d8f6 

 
 

I. Discussion 
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 NLTP Project Summary Presentation 
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