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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

~ MINUTES ~ 
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City of Cambridge Page 1   

 Call of the Meeting 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Paul F. Toner     

Burhan Azeem Remote    

Alanna Mallon     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

 

 The Economic Development and University Relations Committee will conduct a public 

meeting to receive an update on the BEUDO amendments from the Community 

Development Department and a discussion of the environmental and economic impact of 

BEUDO on residential, business and academic properties/communities 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Economic Development and University 
Relations Committee was held on Tuesday, November 22, 2022. The meeting was Called to 
Order at 12:30 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Toner.  Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 
adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by the Governor, this public meeting 
was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote participation via zoom. 

 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Present/Remote 
Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 

Councillor Nolan – Present 
Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Councillor Toner – Present 
Present – 5 – Absent – 0. Quorum established.  

 

Councillor Toner gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting was to receive 

and update on the BEUDO amendments from the Community Development Department and a 

discussion on the environmental and economic impact of BEUDO on residential, business, and 

academic properties and communities. The Chair also noted that members from Harvard, MIT, 

Eversource, the business community, and large residential property owners were present at 

today’s meeting to make presentations. He introduced Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager of 

Community Development (CDD), and she and her staff began their presentation titled “City of 

Cambridge Getting to Net Zero Action Plan, Building Energy Use Disclosure Ordinance 

(BEUDO) Amendment Proposal (ATTACHMENT A). 
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Seth Fetherspiel, Climate Program Manager from CDD summarized information from the 

presentation (ATTACHMENT A). Topics included a review of key components of the 

amendments that were originally proposed by CDD in November of 2021, and an overview of 

the ideas that have been under discussion since then. 

Councillor Zondervan had a clarifying comment on electricity by renewable electricity by 2030. 

Maija Benjamins, Director, Strategic Project Development Transmission from Eversource 

introduced staff Lavelle Freeman, Mark Rooney, and Gerhard Walker, and gave an overview of 

topics they would be discussing from their presentation titled “Economic Development and 

University Relations Committee Presentation” (ATTACHMENT B).  

Lavelle Freeman, Director, Distribution Planning System Planning, summarized information on 

comprehensive solution, transmission lines and substation. They also noted that Eversource 

would propose a 10-year plan and Maija Benjamins gave a quick overview of what the timeline 

would look like. 

Mark Rooney, Salex Executive Energy Efficiency, spoke remotely to members and made 

comments on energy efficiency based on Cambridge’s electric and gas savings. They also 

reviewed what energy efficiency capabilities would be available in the future in East Cambridge 

and Cambridge as a whole. 

Dr. Gerhard Walker, Manager, Advanced Forecasting and Modeling System Planning, gave an 

overview of what the challenges of an electrified society would like. They also noted what 

Eversource has done internally to take initiative on planning efforts. They reviewed what the 

objectives would be for the distribution planning and long-range electric demand. Gerhard also 

did an overview on facts and figures for the following topics: electric vehicle arrival and 

charging profiles, heating electrification, solar models, and storage systems. They summarized 

what the projected distribution infrastructure needs would be. 

Maija Benjamins gave closing remarks noting that it is Eversource’s goal to be on the forefront 

of decarbonization and they have been looking to evolve their transmission systems to bring 

renewable systems into the communities that need them. 

Councillor Nolan had a clarifying question for Eversource on different types of heat pumps. 

Gerhard Walker responded noting that weather conditions play a role in heat pumps. 

Tom Lucey Director of Government Affairs and Heather Henriksen Chief Sustainability Officer 

from Harvard University and Sarah Gallop and Joe Higgins from MIT Government and 

Community Relations respectively spoke on the use of global carbon credits. 

Patrick Barrett from the Central Square Business Association questioned if Central Square would 

have the space for the larger infrastructures that would have to be built and made comments 

regarding the 2025 and 2030 BUEDO tax that would come in to play and how it could negatively 

impact small property owners. He noted that it would be important for property owners and the 

City to work together to achieve climate goals. 

Erica Pereira, condominium owner in Cambridge, made comments on BUEDO and how condo 

owners in the City are concerned about the negative effects the BUEDO amendments could have 

on them. 

Beth O’Neil Maloney, Kendall Square Business Association, commented that the association 

appreciates the seriousness of climate change and make efforts with innovation science and 

technologies to achieve climate change goals. 

 

Councillor Toner opened public comment. 

John Patrick, 950 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO amendments 
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Lowry Hemphill, 9 Marie Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO Amendments 

Drew Pendergras, 29 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Helen Walker, 43 Linnaean Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO 

Jane Carpenter, Essex Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Lucas Vargas Zeppetello, 39 Pearson Avenue, spoke on Green New Deal 

Annie Snyder, 32 Suffolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Edward Woll, 80 Winslow Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO Amendments 

Micharl Grill, 1035 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Proposed BEUDO ordinance 

Rey Li, 3 Ames Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Rachel Wyon, 283 Sidney Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Gleb Bahmutov, 19 Winslow Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

George Sommer, 29 Otis Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke BEUDO Implementation 

Sunessa Schettler, 34 Harvey Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Hilsry Fabre, 88 Hancock Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Policy Order #5 

Stephen Cellucci, 32 Vineyard Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Sylas Horowitz, 69 Chestnut Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Peter Kirby, 128 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Owen Leddy, 260 Harvard Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO Amendments 

Corey Donahue, 66 Line Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Sanjana Paul, 187 Brookline Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Cambridge Green New Deal 

Graham Turk, 23 Tufts Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO 

Alessandre Santos Sagastume, 69 Chestnut Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Cambridge Green 

New Deal 

Suzanne Blier, 4 Fuller Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke on BEUDO 

Kit Haines, 101 Reed Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Green New Deal 

 

A motion was made by Councillor Toner to extend the meeting 10 minutes. 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes 
Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes -5 No – 0. Motion passes.  

 

Councillor Nolan made comments on greenhouse gas emissions and how they have increased. 

She noted she looks forward to future conversations. 

 

Councillor Toner noted that it was his intention to make a motion that would provide CDD with 

a clear direction from the Committee. He then recognized Councillor Zondervan. 

 

Councillor Zondervan thanked Eversource for their presentation. He spoke on the alternative 

compliance credit and the future forecasting from Eversource. 

 

Councillor Toner introduced a motion that would request the City Manager to direct the 

Community Development Department to provide recommendations on the BEUDO amendments 
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(ATTACHMENT C). Conversation on the motion between Councillor Toner, Councillor Nolan, 

Councillor Zondervan and Iram Farooq took place, with Iram Farooq noting that CDD was 

looking to have a clear direction from the Committee, but it did not have to happen today. With 

that being said, the motion did not move forward. 

A motion was made by Councillor Nolan to recess. 
Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 
Councillor Azeem – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 
Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – No 
Councillor Toner – Yes 

Yes – 4 No – 1. Motion passes. 

 

The meeting was recessed at approximately 2:49p.m. 
 

Attachment A: City of Cambridge Getting to Net Zero Action Plan, Building Energy Use 
Disclosure Ordinance (BEUDO) Amendment Proposal. 

 
Attachment B: City of Cambridge Economic Development and University Relations Committee 
Presentation 
 

Attachment C: Councillor Toner’s Potential Order 
 

The City Clerk’s Office received 2 written communication, Attachments D and E. 
 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record.  
 
The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

Nov 22, 2022 12:30 PM - Economic Development & University Relations Committee - 
Committee Meetings (granicus.com) 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 

constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber.  

 

 A communication was received from Councillor/Committee Chair Paul Toner, transmitting detailed 

agenda. 

 A communication was received from Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community 

Development transmitting Building Energy Use Disclosure Ordinance (BEUDO) Amendment 

Proposal. 

 A communication was received from Jason Wright Eversource Community Relations Specialist, 

regarding Cambridge Transmission and Distribution System Overview. 
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