
NEIGHBORHOOD & LONG TERM PLANNING, PUBLIC 

FACILITIES, ARTS & CELEBRATION COMMITTEE 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

~ MINUTES ~ 

 Wednesday, November 30, 2022 1:00 PM Sullivan Chamber 

                                                                                                                                                    795 Massachusetts Avenue  

                                                                                                                                                          Cambridge, MA 02139 

City of Cambridge Page 1   

 The Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & Celebrations Committee will 

hold a public meeting to receive and update on the latest recommendations from the Alewife 

Zoning Working Group.  

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Dennis J. Carlone     

Patricia Nolan     

Quinton Zondervan Remote    

Marc C. McGovern     

Alanna Mallon     

 

 
A public meeting of the Cambridge City Council’s Neighborhood & Long-Term Planning, 
Public Facilities, Arts & Celebration Committee was held on Wednesday, November 30, 2022. 
The meeting was Called to Order at 1:00 p.m. by the Chair, Councillor Carlone.  Pursuant to 
Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2022 adopted by Massachusetts General Assembly and approved by 
the Governor, this public meeting was hybrid, allowing participation in person, in the Sullivan 
Chamber, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA and by remote 
participation via Zoom.    

 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Carlone – Present 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Present 

Councillor McGovern – Present 

Councillor Nolan – Present 

Councillor Zondervan – Present/Remote 

Present – 5 Absent – 0. Quorum established. 

 

Councillor Carlone gave opening remarks and noted that the focus of the meeting was to receive 

an update on the latest recommendation from the Alewife Zoning Working Group. Also present 

at the meeting was Councillor Simmons. Councillor Carlone opened public comment and noted 

that anyone who signs up before 1:30p.m. would have a chance to speak at today’s meeting.  

Public Comment 

Ann Tennis, 71 Griswold Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on working group. 

Ann Stewart, 25-31 Wheeler Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on long-term planning committee 

meeting. 

Mike Nakagawa, 51 Madison Avenue, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Alewife Zoning. 
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Councillor Carlone introduced Iram Farooq, Assistant City Manager for Community 

Development Department (CDD), who was joined by her team Melissa Peters and Daniel 

Messplay, who would be giving a presentation at today’s meeting titled, “Alewife Zoning 

Working Group Project Update” (ATTACHMENT A). Iram Farooq introduced other City Staff 

present at the meeting, which included Kathy Watkins from the Department of Public Works 

(DPW), Megan Bayer from the City Solicitor’s Office, other team members from CDD, Drew 

Kane and Erik Thorkildsen, and noted that the Deputy City Manager, Owen O’Riordan, was 

joined in the meeting remotely. 

Melissa Peters, Director of Community Planning for CDD, reviewed the working group and 

project schedule. They also summarized the Alewife District Plan and noted that a goal was to 

try and build a community with a cohesive mixed-use district. They briefly went over residential 

development and affordable housing. 

Daniel Messplay, Senior Zoning Manager for CDD, did an overview on the three tiers of zoning 

standards, which are the base requirements, site special permit, and planned unit development 

(PUD) permit.  

Melissa Peters reviewed what the next steps would be for the Alewife Zoning Working Group 

and noted that to move forward there would have to be a critical sums analysis, residential test 

fits, and refined zoning framework. 

Councillor Carlone gave thank you remarks to the presenters and opened Public Comment. 

Public Comment 

Suhas Kodali, 7 Seagrave Road, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Alewife Working Group Zoning 

Recommendations 

James Williamson, 1000 Jackson Place, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Zoning. 

Eric Grunebaum, 98 Montgomery Street, Cambridge, MA, spoke on Alewife Zoning. 

 

Councillor Carlone noted that there were some issues with Public Comment sign up and made a 

motion to suspend the rules to re-open Public Comment after the 1:30 sign-up deadline to allow 

those who were experiencing difficulty signing up for Public Comment to speak.  

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the role. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes. 

Yes - 5 No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

Public Comment 

Doug Brown, spoke on Alewife Zoning Working Group. 

Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, MA spoke on concerns with the Alewife Zoning 

Working Group presentation.  

 

Councillor Carlone made a motion to close Public Comment. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 
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Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes. 

Yes - 5 No – 0. Public Comment closed at approximately 2:08p.m. 

 

Councillor Nolan had clarifying questions regarding climate change and coastal flooding, and if 

the Alewife Working Group has considered what that area would look like in the future. Iram 

Farooq and Kathy Watkins, acting Commissioner of DPW, both responded respectively. 

Councillor Nolan also noted that it would be important to include a new school in the Alewife 

area if a new neighborhood is being built and encouraged the working group that it is something 

to work towards in planning.  

Councillor McGovern noted that it is important for the City to have conversations with the 

MBTA to ensure that they are on board with a new Commuter Rail stop. He also made remarks 

regarding commercial space and useful open space for residents. Councillor McGovern had 

clarifying questions and comments on the increase of residential heights and zoning with new 

development, to which Councillor Carlone and Melissa Peters responded. 

Vice Mayor Mallon thanked presenters and members of the working group. The Vice Mayor had 

clarifying questions on housing and what the process will look like to get housing and if there 

would be benefits proposed to buyers from developers. She also looked for answers regarding 

housing financing. Daniel Messplay responded by reviewing what the requirements of public 

benefits are and Melissa Peters noted that there have been studies done in regard to financing. 

Vice Mayor Mallon also noted the importance of having arts and cultural spaces with new 

development. 

Councillor Zondervan had question on street grids and the developer’s involvement with making 

street grids possible. Melissa Peters responded noting that the challenge in Alewife is that it is 

mostly private property, and that the developers would have to work with current property 

owners to accomplish the street grid and to redevelop. Iram Farooq also responded to help clarify 

Councillor Zondervan’s question on street grids. Kathy Watkins also offered comments 

regarding street grids. 

Councillor Carlone made comments that a priority for new development should be housing and 

open space. He noted that where there is commercial space the first floors should be available for 

public uses such as a library, universal pre k, or public arts. 

Councillor Nolan made a motion to extend the meeting 10 minutes. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll. 

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes. 

Yes - 5 No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

Councillor Carlone continued speaking on zoning, density, and heights of buildings with new 

development. He noted that there will be an urban design plan that will include information on 

heights and density, which will then help with the zoning plan. He reiterated the importance of 

housing and public uses within a neighborhood. 
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Councillor Nolan made clarifying comments on housing and referenced a Policy Order (POR 

2021 #127) that was presented on June 14, 2021, on the City buying property in the Alewife area 

to address City goals. Iram Farooq responded by noting that the working group has been working 

on zoning strategies and it is something that could be readdressed. 

 

Councillor Carlone made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

Clerk of Committees Erwin called the roll.  

Councillor Carlone – Yes 

Vice Mayor Mallon – Yes 

Councillor McGovern – Yes 

Councillor Nolan – Yes 

Councillor Zondervan – Yes. 

Yes - 5 No – 0. Motion passes. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:09p.m. 

 

Attachment A: Presentation titled “Alewife Zoning Working Group Project Update”. 

 

Clerk’s Note: The City of Cambridge/22 City View records every City Council meeting and 

every City Council Committee meeting.  This is a permanent record. 

 

The video for this meeting can be viewed at: 

Nov 30, 2022 1:00 PM - Neighborhood & Long Term Planning, Public Facilities, Arts & 

Celebration Committee - Committee Meeting (granicus.com) 

 

All meetings are “closed captioned”.  After each meeting the “closed captioned transcripts” are 

available online at: https://app.box.com/s/9qormcahynjt4pzpt1n5opixogl3q7k5    

Please note that there is no editing of these “closed captioned transcripts” and they do not 

constitute a verbatim transcript prepared by a certified transcriber 

 

A communication was received from Assistant City Manager Community Development Iram Farooq, 

transmitting a presentation regarding Alewife Zoning Working Group Project Update. 
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